
Hypatia of Alexandria Activity Book 

 

Solve Puzzles and Learn About the Late Roman Empire 

 

Based on “Hypatia of Alexandria”  

by Laurel A. Rockefeller 

 

 

©2019 Laurel A. Rockefeller 



Table of Contents 

HYPATIA’S STORY .................................................................................................................................................. 3 

WORD MATCH: LATE ROMAN EMPIRE CITIES ........................................................................................... 10 

WORD SEARCH: LATE ROMAN EMPIRE POLITICIANS ............................................................................. 11 

WORD SEARCH: ALEXANDRIA & ITS FACTIONS ........................................................................................ 12 

WORD SEARCH: GEOGRAPHY .......................................................................................................................... 13 

DOUBLE PUZZLE: THEOGONY .......................................................................................................................... 14 

DOUBLE PUZZLE: EARLY CHURCH CHRISTIANS ....................................................................................... 15 

DOUBLE PUZZLE: SCIENTISTS AND ASTRONOMERS ................................................................................ 16 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE: FAMOUS SCIENTISTS .............................................................................................. 17 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE: HYPATIA’S LIFE AND TIMES ................................................................................ 18 

ANSWER KEY .......................................................................................................................................................... 19 

STUDY GUIDE FOR STUDENTS/HISTORY QUIZ ............................................................................................ 31 

EXCERPT FROM “HYPATIA OF ALEXANDRIA” ........................................................................................... 34 

 

 

 



Hypatia’s Story 
 

Word Bank 

Note: some words may be used more than once 

religious  slaves  mathematician  natural philosophy  inventor  Hypatia 

Synesis  Orestes  Constantine  Serapeum  agora  Roman Empire  Paul 

Athens  Greek  Hebrew Alexandria  praefectus Aegypti  Neo-Platonist   

apprentice  science  bishop  geometry  corresponded  freedom  husband   

Serapis  logic  wealthy  divorce  astronomy  arithmetic  librarian 

Great Library  diocese  scientist  355  331 ordination  Cyril 

Septuagint  observations  chastity  sex  churches  Christian  pagan 

Alexandrian  Theophilus  kidnapped  exiled  power  altar  Ptolemais 

Ides of March  warfare   Olympic  Jesus Christ 

rabbis  bonfires  Caesareum  Egyptians  Patriarch   

 

Born in _______ CE in the aftermath of Roman Emperor ______________'s 

reign, Hypatia of ________________ lived in a collapsing ___________ 

___________, a world where obedience to _________ authorities trumped 

__________, and where reason and _______ threatened the new world order. It 

was a world on the edge of the Dark Ages, a world deciding the question of science 

verses religion, __________ verses orthodoxy, tolerance verses hate. 

Fortunately for Hypatia, her father was renown _______________ Theon of 

Alexandria. Theon taught students from across the Roman Empire in both science 



and mathematics. When Hypatia grew old enough, he augmented the lessons her 

tutors gave her in reading and writing both _________ and Latin with his own. He 

built upon the lessons given to her by her tutors in _____________ to include not 

only ____________ and trigonometry, but both observational and theoretical 

physics and _______________.  

So great was Hypatia’s talent for “_________ ______________” (as science 

was called back then) that instead of seeking and finding a ___________ for 

Hypatia, Theon made Hypatia his ____________ and protégé and put her to work 

at the ____________ where he worked as head ___________. When she was a 

teenager, Theon send her to __________ to continue her education. Though it was 

rare for young women to be given such an advanced education, Theon was allowed 

because as her father he legally had absolute control over her person. It also likely 

helped that he was sufficiently ____________ to provide her with the best 

education in the world as evidenced by the many servants and __________ 

maintained in his household. 

Fame followed Hypatia from Athens back to Alexandria. In short time, she 

was back at the Serapeum and taking students of her very own and teaching natural 

philosophy from the ______________point of view.  Most famous of these were 

__________ of Cyrene who became _________ of Ptolemais in 409 CE and 



____________, an ambitious Roman who became Prefect of Egypt (___________ 

___________) in the year 415. 

Though Synesius of Cyrene studied with Hypatia for only five years, he 

_______________ with her regularly, continuing his studies and working part time 

as a ____________ in his own right. He was an _________ of sorts interested in 

creating better instruments for gathering scientific data. Married and with three 

sons, he was also a rising star in his _____________. When offered the diocese of 

___________, he refused to ____________ his wife and distance himself from his 

family. He accepted ____________ as a married man and did not renounce his 

wife’s bed with the vow of __________ as required by the Church. So great was 

his love for his family, that when they died, he died too a few months later in 413 

CE. 

Meanwhile in Alexandria, Hypatia continued to make astronomical 

_____________ at night and teach during the day.  Hypatia was especially unusual 

because she would teach anyone who wanted to learn—regardless of wealth, class, 

ethnicity, religion, or _____. Though her formal classroom was at the Serapeum 

(the Temple of ____________), she would regularly go to the ________ 

(marketplace) and answer any questions offered to her.   



As much as these lessons annoyed the _________ authorities around her, it 

was Hypatia’s early and close relationship with Alexandria’s Jewish community 

that ultimately led to her downfall and death. 

The connection between Hypatia and _____________ Jews most likely 

started in childhood. From the first years of the city’s establishment in _______ 

BCE, Alexandria was home to one of the largest Jewish communities in the world. 

It was here, in Alexandria that the __________ Bible was first translated into 

_______, an edition called the _____________first published in 132 BCE.  Jewish 

scholars held great prestige in Alexandria’s intellectual community into which 

Hypatia was born and raised. Jewish friends and colleagues were inevitable for her. 

For the first thirty years of her life, this was never an issue.  It was business as 

usual for Alexandria. 

That all changed in 385 CE when ___________ became ___________ of 

Alexandria and the spiritual leader of Alexandrine Christians. Like many Romans, 

Theophilus was ambitious. He coveted ________ and wanted Alexandria to be 

under his complete control. He resented the secular Roman government which 

allowed people to worship as they pleased and gave no preference to Christians 

over Greeks, Jews, and _____________.  Guided by the Epistles of Saint _______, 

he believed secular learning to be in direct opposition to the teachings of 



_________ _________ and worked tirelessly against both Greeks and Jews, each 

of whom had their own, distinctly different set of teachings and philosophies.  

In 391 CE, Theophilus’ efforts were rewarded when he successfully 

motivated a mob of Christians to storm both the __________ and Temple of 

___________, burning them to the ground.  Every book was burned in massive and 

jubilant _________ except for those few scrolls Hypatia, her students, and the 

_________ could smuggle out and save from the pyre.  When the embers cooled, 

Theophilus ordered Christian __________ built upon ruins.  

The Roman government’s response was to support Theophilus. Following 

precedents coming from Rome banning all __________ rites and festivals across 

the Empire, including at the __________ games, the Roman governor allowed 

Theophilus’ followers to smash and dismantle every pagan _________, religious 

site, and religious object they could find. This, in turn, emboldened Theophilus and 

his followers. Destroying all the books was not enough.  He wanted every Jew in 

______________ either converted or killed. 

As expected, the Jews did not simply comply with Christian demands, but 

met Christian violence with attacks of their own. Street _________ ensued 

between Christians and Jews with both the Greeks and Romans caught in the 

middle. 



_____________, though forced to convert to Christianity to remain in 

government service, used his new-found power as ____________ ____________ 

to minimise the violence. Ever respectful of ___________, he followed her advice 

and counsel in how to best keep the city functional with minimal loss of life. When 

Theophilus died in 412 CE his nephew and successor __________ recognized 

Hypatia’s role in protecting the Jewish community. Though he applied pressure 

upon Orestes to denounce Hypatia, the devoted and ever loyal former student 

refused.  

Without the help of the Roman government, Cyril recognized there was only 

way to fully Christianize Alexandria and purge it of both its Greco-Egyptian 

pagans and its Jews:  Hypatia and Orestes both had to die. 

On the _______ ____ __________ 415, Cyril’s Christian zealots 

___________ Hypatia, dragging her out of her carriage and brutally murdering her 

before dismembering her body and burning it.  Several months later, Orestes 

disappeared under mysterious circumstances, his body never found.  Alexandria 

was, at long last, a Christian city! 

The murder of first Hypatia, then Orestes had a chilling effect on intellectual 

life in Alexandria. With its ________ ___________ fully destroyed and its leaders 

slaughtered or __________ to avoid violence, scholars stopped traveling there and 



stopped teaching there.  The Alexandrian economy collapsed along with the 

Western Roman Empire. The city would never be the same again. 

 

 



 

Word Match: Late Roman Empire Cities 

 

Match these cities to their location in the Roman Empire. 

 

 



Word Search: Late Roman Empire Politicians 
 

 



Word Search: Alexandria & Its Factions 
 

 



Word Search: Geography 

 

 



Double Puzzle: Theogony 
Unscramble these names of Greek gods and goddesses from Hesiod’s “Theogony” to reveal the 

Greek view of womanhood. 

 

 



Double Puzzle: Early Church Christians 
Unscramble the names of these Christians from the early years of the Church. Hint: some 

converted as adults. 

 



Double Puzzle: Scientists and Astronomers 
Unscramble these names of scientists and astronomers from across world history who lived 

between 2000 BCE and 1700 CE. 

 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Famous Scientists 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Hypatia’s Life and Times 

 



Answer Key 
 

Hypatia’s Story 

 

Born in 355 CE in the aftermath of Roman Emperor Constantine's reign, 

Hypatia of Alexandria lived in a collapsing Roman Empire, a world where 

obedience to religious authorities trumped science, and where reason and logic 

threatened the new world order. It was a world on the edge of the Dark Ages, a 

world deciding the question of science verses religion, freedom verses orthodoxy, 

tolerance verses hate. 

Fortunately for Hypatia, her father was renown mathematician Theon of 

Alexandria. Theon taught students from across the Roman Empire in both science 

and mathematics. When Hypatia grew old enough, he augmented the lessons her 

tutors gave her in reading and writing both Greek and Latin with his own. He built 

upon the lessons given to her by her tutors in arithmetic to include not only 

geometry and trigonometry, but both observational and theoretical physics and 

astronomy.  

So great was Hypatia’s talent for “natural philosophy” (as science was 

called back then) that instead of seeking and finding a husband for Hypatia, Theon 

made Hypatia his apprentice and protégé and put her to work at the Serapeum 

where he worked as head librarian. When she was a teenager, Theon send her to 

Athens to continue her education. Though it was rare for young women to be 

given such an advanced education, Theon was allowed because as her father he 

legally had absolute control over her person. It also likely helped that he was 

sufficiently wealthy to provide her with the best education in the world as 

evidenced by the many servants and slaves maintained in his household. 

Fame followed Hypatia from Athens back to Alexandria. In short time, she 

was back at the Serapeum and taking students of her very own and teaching natural 

philosophy from the Neo-Platonist point of view.  Most famous of these were 

Synesis of Cyrene who became Bishop of Ptolemais in 409 CE and Orestes, an 

ambitious Roman who became Prefect of Egypt (praefectus Aegypti) in the year 

415. 

Though Synesius of Cyrene studied with Hypatia for only five years, he 

corresponded with her regularly, continuing his studies and working part time as a 

scientist in his own right. He was an inventor of sorts interested in creating better 



instruments for gathering scientific data. Married and with three sons, he was also 

a rising star in his diocese. When offered the diocese of Ptolemais, he refused to 

divorce his wife and distance himself from his family. He accepted ordination as 

a married man and did not renounce his wife’s bed with the vow of chastity as 

required by the Church. So great was his love for his family, that when they died, 

he died too a few months later in 413 CE. 

Meanwhile in Alexandria, Hypatia continued to make astronomical 

observations at night and teach during the day.  Hypatia was especially unusual 

because she would teach anyone who wanted to learn—regardless of wealth, class, 

ethnicity, religion, or sex. Though her formal classroom was at the Serapeum (the 

Temple of Serapis), she would regularly go to the agora (marketplace) and answer 

any questions offered to her.   

As much as these lessons annoyed the Christian authorities around her, it 

was Hypatia’s early and close relationship with Alexandria’s Jewish community 

that ultimately led to her downfall and death. 

The connection between Hypatia and Alexandrian Jews most likely started 

in childhood. From the first years of the city’s establishment in 331 BCE, 

Alexandria was home to one of the largest Jewish communities in the world. It was 

here, in Alexandria that the Hebrew Bible was first translated into Greek, an 

edition called the Septuagint first published in 132 BCE.  Jewish scholars held 

great prestige in Alexandria’s intellectual community into which Hypatia was born 

and raised. Jewish friends and colleagues were inevitable for her. For the first 

thirty years of her life, this was never an issue.  It was business as usual for 

Alexandria. 

That all changed in 385 CE when Theophilus became Patriarch of 

Alexandria and the spiritual leader of Alexandrine Christians. Like many Romans, 

Theophilus was ambitious. He coveted power and wanted Alexandria to be under 

his complete control. He resented the secular Roman government which allowed 

people to worship as they pleased and gave no preference to Christians over 

Greeks, Jews, and Egyptians.  Guided by the Epistles of Saint Paul, he believed 

secular learning to be in direct opposition to the teachings of Jesus Christ and 

worked tirelessly against both Greeks and Jews, each of whom had their own, 

distinctly different set of teachings and philosophies.  

In 391 CE, Theophilus’ efforts were rewarded when he successfully 

motivated a mob of Christians to storm both the Caesareum and Temple of 

Serapis, burning them to the ground.  Every book was burned in massive and 



jubilant bonfires except for those few scrolls Hypatia, her students, and the rabbis 

could smuggle out and save from the pyre.  When the embers cooled, Theophilus 

ordered Christian churches built upon ruins.  

The Roman government’s response was to support Theophilus. Following 

precedents coming from Rome banning all pagan rites and festivals across the 

Empire, including at the Olympic games, the Roman governor allowed 

Theophilus’ followers to smash and dismantle every pagan altar, religious site, 

and religious object they could find. This, in turn, emboldened Theophilus and his 

followers. Destroying all the books was not enough.  He wanted every Jew in 

Alexandria either converted or killed. 

As expected, the Jews did not simply comply with Christian demands, but 

met Christian violence with attacks of their own. Street warfare ensued between 

Christians and Jews with both the Greeks and Romans caught in the middle. 

Orestes, though forced to convert to Christianity to remain in government 

service, used his new-found power as praefectus Aegypti to minimise the 

violence. Ever respectful of Hypatia, he followed her advice and counsel in how to 

best keep the city functional with minimal loss of life. When Theophilus died in 

412 CE his nephew and successor Cyril recognized Hypatia’s role in protecting 

the Jewish community. Though he applied pressure upon Orestes to denounce 

Hypatia, the devoted and ever loyal former student refused.  

Without the help of the Roman government, Cyril recognized there was only 

way to fully Christianize Alexandria and purge it of both its Greco-Egyptian 

pagans and its Jews:  Hypatia and Orestes both had to die. 

On the Ides of March 415, Cyril’s Christian zealots kidnapped Hypatia, 

dragging her out of her carriage and brutally murdering her before dismembering 

her body and burning it.  Several months later, Orestes disappeared under 

mysterious circumstances, his body never found.  Alexandria was, at long last, a 

Christian city! 

The murder of first Hypatia, then Orestes had a chilling effect on intellectual 

life in Alexandria. With its Great Library fully destroyed and its leaders 

slaughtered or exiled to avoid violence, scholars stopped traveling there and 

stopped teaching there.  The Alexandrian economy collapsed along with the 

Western Roman Empire. The city would never be the same again. 

 



Word Match: Late Roman Empire Cities 

 

 



Word Search: Late Roman Empire Politicians 

 

 



Word Search:  

 

 



Word Search: Geography 

 

 



Double Puzzle: Theogony 

Pandora 

Prometheus 

Zeus 

Hephaistos 

Pallas Athena 

Kronos 

Athena 

Iapetos 

 

Secret Message: Zeus made women as a curse against men 

 



Double Puzzle: Early Church Christians 

Apostle Paul  

Saint Justin  

Synesius of Cyrene 

Emperor Theodosius I  

Patriarch Theophilus  

Orestes 

Atticus of Constantinople 

Patriarch Cyril  

 

Secret Message: Christian zealots murder Hypatia of Alexandria 

 



Double Puzzle: Scientists and Astronomers 

Epicurus 

Chinese astronomer Shi Shen  

Aristarchus 

Hipparchus of Nicaea 

Pharaoh Cleopatra VII 

Lucretius  

Theon of Alexandria 

Synesius of Cyrene 

Hypatia of Alexandria 

The Venerable Bede 

Nicolaus Copernicus  

Hildegard von Bingen 

Johann Kepler  

Leonardo DaVinci 

Isaac Newton 

Secret Message: Murder of the greatest scientist of the classical world. 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Famous Scientists 

 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Hypatia’s Life and Times 

 



Study Guide for Students/History Quiz 
 

Using the narrative biography “Hypatia of Alexandria” and its reference sections to help you, see 

if you can answer these questions about the Classical Astronomy, Hypatia’s Alexandria, and the 

Roman Empire. 

 

Classical Astronomy 

Q1: In ancient times, science was referred to as “natural philosophy.”  What does this phrase 

mean to you?  How is science also philosophical? 

Q2: Until 1608, astronomers could only observe the heavens with their naked eyes. How did this 

impact classical theories about the nature of God and the nature of the universe? 

Q3: Aristarchus was the first Greek astronomer to theorize heliocentrism with planets taking 

elliptical orbits around the sun. Why didn’t this idea catch on? 

Q4: The Greeks believed in direct and constant interaction with the Gods. How did this belief 

impact Hipparchus’ interpretation of Aristarchus’ ideas of heliocentrism?  

Q5: Aristotle and Claudius Ptolemy both taught the universe moved around the Earth. Why did 

this view prevail over Aristarchus’ heliocentric model? 

Q6: What is an epicycle? What problem does addition of an epicycle solve? 

Q7: Greek philosophers and scientists tended to follow and expand upon the ideas of other 

philosophers.  What school of philosophy did Hypatia belong to?  How did this impact what she 

taught to her students and how she interpreted astronomical data? 

Q8: Greek philosopher and scientist Epicurus’ views were radically different from Aristotle’s, 

Hipparchus, and other esteemed Greek scientists.  Name three things that differentiate Epicurus’ 

ideas from other classical scientists? 

Q9: Most of the constellations the ancient Greeks saw in the sky reflect characters from different 

religious stories they believed in.  Name three such constellations tied to a story you know. What 

do you like and dislike about the stories behind the constellations?  Which constellations do you 

find easiest to spot in the night sky? 

Q10: Hypatia’s murder was followed by a burning of all of her many books written over the 

course of her sixty years. How do we know about Hypatia at all? Why is she not lost to history 

entirely? 

 

Hypatia’s Alexandria 



Q1: Hypatia was born, raised, and lived most of her sixty years in Alexandria, Egypt.  Is this a 

coincidence?  What role did Alexandria and its unique culture play in Hypatia’s upbringing, 

career, and accomplishments? 

Q2: Hypatia grew up surrounded by the best and brightest among Alexandria’s intellectual elites. 

How did this lead to her close ties to Alexandria’s Jewish community? 

Q3: How and why were Alexandria’s Jews different from Jewish communities in other parts of 

the Roman Empire?  Name an accomplishment made by Alexandria’s Jews. 

Q4: The Temple of Serapis was at the heart of Alexandria’s intellectual centre.  Name something 

you could do at the Temple of Serapis (also called the Serapeum) that you couldn’t do elsewhere 

in the city? 

Q5: Though in Egypt, Alexandria was a decidedly Greek city with very few true Egyptians living 

there. How did this influence Alexandria’s political environment?  Were the problems the 

Roman government faced in Hypatia’s lifetime unique to the 4th and 5th centuries? 

Q6: One of the main branches to the Great Library was at the Caesareum near the Lighthouse of 

Pharaos. It was completed by Octavian Caesar. Who started its construction originally? 

Q7: The Great Library and all its branches was destroyed on the orders of Patriarch Theophilus, 

but it was not the first-time fire reached the Library. Who else set fire to one of the Library’s 

buildings? Was that fire intentional? Why or why not? 

Q8: Why did Alexandria’s Christian community consider the Greeks and Jews a threat to their 

well-being?  

Q9: The god Serapis was neither fully Greek nor fully Egyptian, but a compromise deity fusing 

both cultures together. Why was this politically advantageous for the Greek Ptolemaic dynasty? 

Q10: If you could go back in time and meet Hypatia, what would you say to her?  Would you 

study under her?  What would you most like to learn from her? 

 

The Roman Empire 

Q1: The Roman Empire Constantine was the first emperor to claim to believe in Christianity and 

to court Christian leaders in his politics. What advantages did Christianity offer Constantine that 

helped him rule his empire? 

Q2: The emperor Constantine made a big impact on the observance of one of the most popular 

holidays celebrated today by both Christians and non-Christians alike.  Which holiday did 

Constantine make mainstream? What did he do in Israel to popularize that holiday among non-

Jews? 

Q3: Name two contributions made to Christianity on Emperor Constantine’s orders. 



Q4: Though less popular today, the Greeks had their own festival celebrated in December. Name 

the festival and at least one tradition from that festival. 

Q5:  The Roman Conquest of Egypt saw the practical end of native Egyptian religion. Name 

your favourite god or goddess from ancient Egypt. 

Q6: What Egyptian ruler tried in vain to prevent the Roman conquest of Egypt? 

Q7: By the late 4th century CE, the Roman capital was not always in Rome.  Where else was the 

empire ruled from? 

Q8: In 405 CE, Orestes, though likely still pagan in his heart, was baptised into Christianity. 

Why was this politically advantageous for him to publicly endorse Christianity? 

Q9: In Hypatia’s time, the Roman Empire was retreating from its holdings on the island of Ynys 

Prydain which the Romans transliterated as “Britannica.” Name a famous leader from the island 

who tried to prevent the Roman conquest of the island and its peoples. 

Q10: The Roman government in Alexandria ultimately failed in its attempts to balance Greek, 

Jewish, and Christian factions from tearing the city apart.  What do you think the Romans could 

have done or done better to prevent the downfall of Alexandria and through that downfall, the 

start of the “dark ages?” 

 



Excerpt from “Hypatia of Alexandria” 
 

Chapter One:  

 

Alexander the Great’s masterpiece metropolis, the great city of Alexandria glittered like a 

jewel against the sparkling Nile River. Ships laden with exotic goods glided into its many docks 

as merchants readied for trading. Shop keepers watched anxiously for deliveries in the early 

morning light. The sound of heavy carts merged with the din of a thousand conversations in 

Greek, Latin, and Hebrew slowly grew louder. The rosy-fingered dawn yielded to a golden-blue 

day.  In the main library Theon of Alexandria busied himself with returning books to their proper 

places. A middle-aged man approached him. Theon bowed to him respectfully, “Kaleemera 

keerie katheegeeta.” 

“Kaleemera, Theon. You are here early,” observed the librarian. 

“My wife is due to give birth anytime now.” 

“Then you should be at home, not here shelving books like a first-year novice.” 

“I am anxious for the birth and for her safety.” 

“All the more reason to be home.” 

“But what can I do? Would Eileithyia hear my prayers if I offered them?  Surely not—

that’s if she exists at all.” 

“We can only do what we can do, Theon.  Right now, your wife needs you more than I 

do. Go home.  I promise the library will still be here when you are ready to return,” smiled the 

librarian. 

Theon nodded, “Efcharistó, katheegeeta.” 

 

Twenty minutes later Theon arrived home. A baby cried softly.  Theon opened the door 

to his bed chamber to find his wife tired but safe, her new-born resting against her breast.  The 

midwife turned to Theon, “Congratulations, Sir.  It’s girl.” 

Theon sighed with relief and thanksgiving, “Efcharistó, Eileithyia. Praise be to Eileithyia; 

praise be to Hera!” 

Theon’s wife smiled, “What shall we call her, Theon?” 

“Hypatia for she shall be the greatest of all women.” 

 



 

“It’s hopeless!” cried Hypatia as she threw her drop spindle across the room, her wildly 

uneven yarn unwinding clumsily from the spindle’s shaft. Her nanny, a slave named Iola, picked 

up the spindle from the floor. Hypatia fell into her arms. “I can’t do it!” 

Iola soothed her, “My lady you are only five years old!  Do you really expect yourself to 

spin as if you were a woman grown with children of her own?” 

“Every time I try to draw the wool out it falls apart. When I try to mend the two ends 

together, it falls apart more.” 

Iola picked up the spindle and the wool and then sat in a nearby chair, “You can do it, I 

know you can.  Here, watch, see how I overlap the two ends and hold both together between my 

fingers? Now hold that tight while winding the spindle tight and slipping it here into the notch 

and there into the small hook. Do you see?” 

Hypatia sat down beside her, “Yes.” 

“Okay now watch as I twirl the shaft.  The wool between my fingers is now tight and 

bound together.  What I do next is slowing move my hand towards the part that is not twisted at 

all, not very far, just an inch at first, very slowly.  See? Now here I’m going to wind the spindle 

so that the part we just put together is between the hook and the shaft.  As long as this is tight, 

the yarn will not come apart and I can slowly start to draw it out again. See?  It’s not hopeless.  

You can do it if you practice,” smiled Iola as she handed the spindle back to Hypatia. 

Hypatia twirled the spindle.  Out of control it landed on the floor with a soft thud, “I told 

you!  I’m hopeless!” 

“Hopeless at what?” asked Theon as he entered the room. 

“Spinning! Patéras, I can’t do it! I’m no good at women’s work. I can’t spin. I can’t 

embroider. I can’t sew. I can’t cook! No one will ever want to marry me, at least not for my own 

sake!” 

Theon sat down beside her, “With a good match you won’t have to. Slaves will do it for 

you and you can spend your days doing whatever you wish to do.” 

“But what am I suited for, Patéras? How can I ever be a respectable lady like mother is?” 

Theon smiled reassuringly, “Perhaps there is more than one way to become a respectable 

lady.” 

“How?” 

“You could always help me with my work,” offered Theon. 

“A female philosopher? People will laugh at me—or worse! Zeus made Pandora, mother 

of all women, to punish mankind for the trick Prometheus played on him.  There is no honour in 



being a girl and no place among the educated for girls or women to learn let alone teach as you 

do,” protested Hypatia. 

“The law commands that you, my daughter, obey me.  Do you agree?” 

“Yes. What do you wish me to do?” 

“I command that you spend your days in study and when you are old enough, you will 

come with me to the temple where I teach my students.” 

“They will stone me if I come!” objected Hypatia. 

“No, they won’t, Hypatia, because I command it and under the law, you are my legal 

property. I have the right to take you to my classes if I wish and ask of you anything I desire. Not 

one man will act against it, no matter how he feels about your presence there.” 

“Very well then, Patéras.  I shall obey.  When do you want me to start?” 

“Tonight. We will go up together to the roof to look at the stars and I will show you the 

geometry of the heavens.” 

Hypatia hugged him, “Efcharistó, Patéras!” 

“You are very welcome, Hypatia!” 

 

 

The story continues in “Hypatia of Alexandria.”   

Available at a bookstore near you! 


