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Margaret of _________ is one of the most important queens in English and Scottish 

history that few people outside of Scotland have ever heard of.  Born in ______, she was the 

second daughter of ___________ _____ _________ and his German-Hungarian wife, 

_________. 



Growing up in ________, Margaret never expected the adventures that awaited her when 

her great-uncle ____________ ____ __________ discovered her father had survived King 

___________ III’s attempt on his life. Immediately, the king recalled Edward and his entire 

family back to ____________ in south-coastal England, an ancient city rebuilt by House 

________ featuring streets laid out on a grid and made prosperous by trade rather than being 

built to repel invasion. 

Sometime in the winter of 1057, Margaret’s father was named the __________, a title 

meaning “prince and heir.”  But it was not to last.  Shortly after _________, Edward the Exile 

fell dead from a sudden heart attack.  Margaret’s little brother _______ was now the 

___________—at least officially. At no more than five years old at the time of their father’s 

death, _________ was hardly capable of ruling England in the event of King Edward’s death, let 

alone defend England against _________ invaders from _________. Instead, King Edward 

looked to his brother-in-law ____________ _____________ to succeed him.  

While Edward the Confessor focused on the succession, his queen, ________ ____ 

___________ focused her attentions on the widowed Agatha and her daughters Cristina and 

Margaret, helping them to adjust to life in England.  After granting them a period of mourning 

for their father, Queen Edith sent Cristina and Margaret to __________ _________, the nunnery 

where she personally attended school and, as queen, served as patroness, guaranteeing its 

students the highest quality education. 

In January, _______  Edward the Confessor died and was quickly buried at the newly 

consecrated _____________ Abbey in _________. Almost immediately, the Anglo-Saxon 

_________ council confirms _________ and crowns him king of England. This enraged 



__________ Duke of _____________ to whom the English crown had been promised several 

years before. In addition, ___________ _____________ of Denmark also claimed King 

Edward’s throne. By year’s end, King Harold II Godwinson of Wessex was dead and Duke 

William set himself up as King William I, better known as ______________ _____ 

______________.  

Almost immediately after defeating Harold at the __________ ____ __________, King 

William secured Margaret and her family as political __________, keeping them in London to 

ensure Edgar _________ did not assert his claim to the throne as the only surviving male 

descendent of great-grandfather King ________ II Unread. 

For a while, King William’s plan seemed to work. But prison did not agree with either 

Edgar Ǣtheling or the beautiful Margaret.  Quietly Margaret received a messenger from King 

Máel Coluim mac Donnchadh Ceann Mhor (better known in English as ___________ III 

____________) offering hospitality to her and her entire family at his court in __________ 

which she gratefully accepted on her family’s behalf.   

Escaping London, Margaret and her family moved to _________ and to the Danish 

merchant city of _______ (York) on the River ______. There she hoped to live quietly and 

escape King William’s notice.  If only her little brother had cooperated! 

Emboldened by the Witan officially naming him king of ___________, Edgar Ǣtheling 

plotted with the surviving _______ earls to overthrow the hated Norman duke.  Together, they 

led the towns and cities of the north in first secret and then open rebellion against the king in 

hopes of repelling the Norman invaders.  



King William’s response was swift and brutal. First bribing the Danes to abandon York 

for the safety of Denmark, the king sent his finest knights to Yorkshire to punish the rebels. Now 

called the ___________ __ _____ _________, William’s ________ knights killed and destroyed 

everything in their path. Even the cathedral at ________________ was thrown down until not 

one stone stood upon another.   

Swiftly Margaret took action, helping her family obtain passage out of the city on a 

merchant ship bound for ________. Storms raged, threatening to sink the __________ ship, 

despite its crew being among the best _________ in the whole world. Finally, the ship sailed up 

the ________ ____ ________ until it landed at the gentle harbor called ________ _________. 

Today we call that harbor North _____________.  

Reaching nearby ______________, Margaret and her family entered the king’s court, 

finding it to be modest and the king unrecognizable from his nobles and __________. A proud 

warrior who had to fight for his crown after the usurper MacBheatha mac Fhionnlaigh (better 

known as __________) killed his father in battle to rule for seventeen years before he could 

reclaim it, Malcolm found himself immediately smitten by the beautiful and wise Margaret, 

wishing almost at once to ________ her.  Margaret’s feelings for Malcolm are unknown. What 

we do know is that she consented to the match and wed King Malcolm in ________ _______ to 

become Alba’s first English __________ ___________. 

Margaret found Alba to be a very strange country.  In continental Europe, __________ 

______________ was the established form of ____________.  _______ were all said in the 

_______ language and the format of every mass was essentially the same no matter where you 

went or what ____________ you lived in. _______, bishops, and other _______ were chosen by 



the ______ and could come from anywhere, including a foreign country. By contrast in _______, 

like _______ to the south and west, Christians worshipped in _________ Church.  In this 

Brythonic and Irish form, all decisions and all clergy came from the _______ ______________.  

It was rare for a priest to serve more than 100 _______ from where he was born. All money 

stayed local too instead of being sent to ________. But perhaps most jarring for Queen Margaret, 

the church services, including prayers, were all said in the same ________ as the people in each 

parish spoke. 

This all changed when Margaret became queen. Madly in love with his wife, Malcolm 

gave her anything and almost everything she wished.  Dunfermline was rebuilt in ________. 

Dunfermline ________ was built near the royal palace so that Margaret could receive mass daily. 

__________ was added to Pict-Gaelic as the language of court. Cas Chaolas was enhanced and a 

______ built to connect it with the south shore of the Firth of Forth so that _______ could more 

easily cross into north Alba.  The foundations of ____________ ________ were laid as one of 

the first great fortresses built in ______. But most important to Margaret personally, Malcolm 

put all churches in Alba under _______ control. No longer would your priest be someone you 

knew and grew up with.  Instead, he was ________ _________ and therefore could come from 

anywhere in the world. Worship in Pict-Gaelic also stopped, replaced by _______.  Finally, 

Queen Margaret could feel at home. 

As Margaret fulfilled her duties as queen consort to provide sons and heirs to her 

husband, she quietly made another important change to Alba: she named her children in English. 

Whereas Malcolm’s son by his first wife Ingibiorg Finnsdottir was named ____________, 

Margaret named her sons Edward, Edmund, Edgar, Æthelred , Alexander, and _______. Two 

daughters she gave her husband and king: ________ ___________ and Mary. Through their 



marriages the daughters of both Margaret’s daughters found themselves on opposite sides of the 

great civil war in England called ____ ___________.  In this war, Margaret’s son David sided 

with Edith Matilda’s daughter Matilda in pursuit of ruling England in her own right –and 

therefore against his sister Mary’s daughter Matilda who had married _______ __________. 

These reforms all had a price for Malcolm as king and for the future of Alba. In shifting 

the culture away from the ancient traditions and languages of their ancestors in favour of 

England and Rome, Malcolm made many enemies among the local leaders. Though they waited 

until Malcolm’s death in battle in Northumberland on the 13
th

 of ____________, 1093, the local 

leaders and chieftains formalized what we know today as the ______ _________ as a bulwark 

against royal power and to protect communities against further erosions of the traditional way of 

life that made Alba a beautiful and wonderful country to live in.  

Margaret, on her part, died only a few days after her husband. Loved by her children, 

great effort was made to record her life and legacy before those who knew her well died. Edith 

Matilda, now queen of England as wife to King Henry I, commissioned a biography of her. In 

1130, King David built for her the chapel that despite many wars remains intact to this day in 

_____________ __________.  In 1250, Pope Innocent IV rewarded Margaret for bringing the 

churches in Alba into Roman Catholicism by elevating her to a _______. She remains today the 

patron ________ of _________ with her feast day on November 16
th

, the same day she died on 

in 1093. 
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Margaret’s Story 

 

Margaret of WESSEX is one of the most important queens in English and Scottish 

history that few people outside of Scotland have ever heard of.  Born in 1045, she was the second 

daughter of EDWARD THE EXILE and his German-Hungarian wife, AGATHA. 

Growing up in BUDA, Margaret never expected the adventures that awaited her when her 

great-uncle EDWARD THE CONFESSOR discovered her father had survived King CANUTE 

III’s attempt on his life. Immediately, the king recalled Edward and his entire family back to 

WINCHESTER in south-coastal England, an ancient city rebuilt by House WESSEX featuring 

streets laid out on a grid and made prosperous by trade rather than being built to repel invasion. 

Sometime in the winter of 1057, Margaret’s father was named the ǢTHELING, a title 

meaning “prince and heir.”  But it was not to last.  Shortly after EASTER, Edward the Exile fell 

dead from a sudden heart attack.  Margaret’s little brother EDGAR was now the 

ǢTHELING—at least officially. At no more than five years old at the time of their father’s 

death, EDGAR was hardly capable of ruling England in the event of King Edward’s death, let 

alone defend England against VIKING invaders from DENMARK. Instead, King Edward 

looked to his brother-in-law HAROLD GODWINSON to succeed him.  

While Edward the Confessor focused on the succession, his queen, EDITH OF 

WESSEX focused her attentions on the widowed Agatha and her daughters Cristina and 

Margaret, helping them to adjust to life in England.  After granting them a period of mourning 

for their father, Queen Edith sent Cristina and Margaret to WILTON ABBEY, the nunnery 



where she personally attended school and, as queen, served as patroness, guaranteeing its 

students the highest quality education. 

In January, 1066 Edward the Confessor died and was quickly buried at the newly 

consecrated WESTMINSTER Abbey in LONDON. Almost immediately, the Anglo-Saxon 

WITAN council confirms HAROLD and crowns him king of England. This enraged 

WILLIAM Duke of NORMANDY to whom the English crown had been promised several 

years before. In addition, HAROLD HARDRADA of Denmark also claimed King Edward’s 

throne. By year’s end, King Harold II Godwinson of Wessex was dead and Duke William set 

himself up as King William I, better known as WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR.  

Almost immediately after defeating Harold at the BATTLE OF HASTINGS, King 

William secured Margaret and her family as political HOSTAGES, keeping them in London to 

ensure Edgar ǢTHELING did not assert his claim to the throne as the only surviving male 

descendent of great-grandfather King ǢTHELRED II Unread. 

For a while, King William’s plan seemed to work. But prison did not agree with either 

Edgar Ǣtheling or the beautiful Margaret.  Quietly Margaret received a messenger from King 

Máel Coluim mac Donnchadh Ceann Mhor (better known in English as MALCOLM III 

CANMORE) offering hospitality to her and her entire family at his court in DUNFERMLINE 

which she gratefully accepted on her family’s behalf.   

Escaping London, Margaret and her family moved to YORKSHIRE and to the Danish 

merchant city of JORVIK (York) on the River OUSE. There she hoped to live quietly and 

escape King William’s notice.  If only her little brother had cooperated! 



Emboldened by the Witan officially naming him king of ENGLAND, Edgar Ǣtheling 

plotted with the surviving SAXON earls to overthrow the hated Norman duke.  Together, they 

led the towns and cities of the north in first secret and then open rebellion against the king in 

hopes of repelling the Norman invaders.  

King William’s response was swift and brutal. First bribing the Danes to abandon York 

for the safety of Denmark, the king sent his finest knights to Yorkshire to punish the rebels. Now 

called the HARRYING OF THE NORTH, William’s NORMAN knights killed and destroyed 

everything in their path. Even the cathedral at YORKMINSTER was thrown down until not one 

stone stood upon another.   

Swiftly Margaret took action, helping her family obtain passage out of the city on a 

merchant ship bound for ALBA. Storms raged, threatening to sink the VIKING ship, despite its 

crew being among the best MARINERS in the whole world. Finally, the ship sailed up the 

FIRTH OF FORTH until it landed at the gentle harbor called CAS CHAOLAS. Today we call 

that harbor North QUEENSFERRY.  

Reaching nearby DUNFERMLINE, Margaret and her family entered the king’s court, 

finding it to be modest and the king unrecognizable from his nobles and COURTIERS. A proud 

warrior who had to fight for his crown after the usurper MacBheatha mac Fhionnlaigh (better 

known as MACBETH) killed his father in battle to rule for seventeen years before he could 

reclaim it, Malcolm found himself immediately smitten by the beautiful and wise Margaret, 

wishing almost at once to MARRY her.  Margaret’s feelings for Malcolm are unknown. What 

we do know is that she consented to the match and wed King Malcolm in DECEMBER 1069 to 

become Alba’s first English QUEEN CONSORT. 



Margaret found Alba to be a very strange country.  In continental Europe, ROMAN 

CATHOLISM was the established form of CHRISTIANITY.  PRAYERS were all said in the 

LATIN language and the format of every mass was essentially the same no matter where you 

went or what COUNTRY you lived in. PRIESTS, bishops, and other CLERGY were chosen 

by the POPE and could come from anywhere, including a foreign country. By contrast in 

ALBA, like CYMRU to the south and west, Christians worshipped in CELTIC Church.  In this 

Brythonic and Irish form, all decisions and all clergy came from the LOCAL COMMUNITY.  

It was rare for a priest to serve more than 100 MILES from where he was born. All money 

stayed local too instead of being sent to ROME. But perhaps most jarring for Queen Margaret, 

the church services, including prayers, were all said in the same LANGUAGE as the people in 

each parish spoke. 

This all changed when Margaret became queen. Madly in love with his wife, Malcolm 

gave her anything and almost everything she wished.  Dunfermline was rebuilt in STONE. 

Dunfermline ABBEY was built near the royal palace so that Margaret could receive mass daily. 

ENGLISH was added to Pict-Gaelic as the language of court. Cas Chaolas was enhanced and a 

FERRY built to connect it with the south shore of the Firth of Forth so that PILGRIMS could 

more easily cross into north Alba.  The foundations of EDINBURGH CASTLE were laid as 

one of the first great fortresses built in STONE. But most important to Margaret personally, 

Malcolm put all churches in Alba under ROMAN control. No longer would your priest be 

someone you knew and grew up with.  Instead, he was ROMAN CATHOLIC and therefore 

could come from anywhere in the world. Worship in Pict-Gaelic also stopped, replaced by 

LATIN.  Finally, Queen Margaret could feel at home. 



As Margaret fulfilled her duties as queen consort to provide sons and heirs to her 

husband, she quietly made another important change to Alba: she named her children in English. 

Whereas Malcolm’s son by his first wife Ingibiorg Finnsdottir was named DONNCHADH, 

Margaret named her sons Edward, Edmund, Edgar, Æthelred , Alexander, and DAVID. Two 

daughters she gave her husband and king: EDITH MATILDA and Mary. Through their 

marriages the daughters of both Margaret’s daughters found themselves on opposite sides of the 

great civil war in England called THE ANARCHY.  In this war, Margaret’s son David sided 

with Edith Matilda’s daughter Matilda in pursuit of ruling England in her own right –and 

therefore against his sister Mary’s daughter Matilda who had married KING STEPHEN. 

These reforms all had a price for Malcolm as king and for the future of Alba. In shifting 

the culture away from the ancient traditions and languages of their ancestors in favour of 

England and Rome, Malcolm made many enemies among the local leaders. Though they waited 

until Malcolm’s death in battle in Northumberland on the 13
th

 of NOVEMBER, 1093, the local 

leaders and chieftains formalized what we know today as the CLAN SYSTEM as a bulwark 

against royal power and to protect communities against further erosions of the traditional way of 

life that made Alba a beautiful and wonderful country to live in.  

Margaret, on her part, died only a few days after her husband. Loved by her children, 

great effort was made to record her life and legacy before those who knew her well died. Edith 

Matilda, now queen of England as wife to King Henry I, commissioned a biography of her. In 

1130, King David built for her the chapel that despite many wars remains intact to this day in 

EDINBURGH CASTLE.  In 1250, Pope Innocent IV rewarded Margaret for bringing the 

churches in Alba into Roman Catholicism by elevating her to a SAINT. She remains today the 



patron SAINT of SCOTLAND with her feast day on November 16
th

, the same day she died on 

in 1093. 
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Excerpt from Margaret of Wessex 
 

Chapter One: Hungarian Exiles 

 

“Veni veni, Emmanuel captivum solve Israel, qui gemit in exsilio, privatus Dei Filio.  

Gaude! Gaude! Emmanuel, nascetur pro te Israel!” sang the small congregation in the parish 

church situated near Castle Hill in Buda, Hungary. As Father Dániel presented his homily for 

this, the third Sunday of Advent, Margaret let her mind wander. At twelve years old she found 

herself unable to completely focus on mass.  At least not today, not after noticing her father’s 

upset at the sudden messenger who came to their modest, but comfortable home just as everyone 

was dressing to attend mass.  What could be so urgent as to distress him this much? Worried, 

Margaret stayed silent, hoping her father would share his news with the rest of the family. 

“Jó reggelt, Dániel atya,” smiled Margaret as she reached the priest on her way out of the 

church. “Boldog Karácsonyt!” 

“Boldog Karácsonyt, Margit!  God be with you,” replied the priest. 

“God is always with me. I know it! No matter what His plan for me is, no matter how 

uncertain the future, I know God will protect me and keep me safe,” affirmed Margaret. 

“If only the rest of your family had such a strong faith in God,” observed Father Dániel as 

he broke the normal receiving line to speak to Margaret more privately. 

“Is there a reason you think they do not?” asked Margaret. 

“A question for your father to answer,” hinted Dániel evasively, careful to lower his 

voice so others would not hear him. 

“Meaning you have an opinion, but you do not wish to express it.” 

“Perhaps. We live in dangerous times, Margit, for you and your family most of all.” 

“Why us most of all?” 

“King Edward the Confessor of House Wessex is your great uncle, is he not?” 



“King Edward is my grandfather Edmund’s paternal half-brother, if that is what you are 

asking. My grandfather was king of England only a few months before he died and the Witan 

made Danish King Canute the new king of England.” 

“Your father and uncle Edmund were blood-heirs to the English throne. King Canute 

knew that and understood that the only way to ensure his children succeeded him was if the 

Witan could choose no one else. If memory serves, he sought to murder your father and uncle—

but failed thanks to kindness of a Swedish princess.” 

“Was she Swedish?  Maybe! Dad and uncle Edmund ended up in Kiev.  I don’t 

remember how my parents met or ended up here in Buda. But that still doesn’t explain to me 

why my family in particular should be in peril.  Surely we no longer matter to anyone in 

England!” exclaimed Margaret. 

“Except for that small detail about your great uncle Edward, eldest son of your great-

grandfather’s second wife Emma. He has no children, making your father the logical choice to 

succeed him should he die.” 

“You think my father is heir to the throne in England?”  

“Yes, Margaret,” affirmed Father Dániel, “I do.” 

 

 

“Sorry I’m late!” apologized Margaret as she reached the dining hall where her mother 

Agatha, father Edward, older sister Cristina, and younger brother Edgar sat waiting to eat their 

Christmas brunch.  

“What did Father Dániel want?” asked Edward. 

“Something about your uncle Edward in England, I think,” replied Margaret as she 

hastily sat down at the table.  

“Interesting timing,” observed Edward as he rose to carve the roasted turkey in front of 

him. “I received a messenger from England just before mass started.  From King Edward.” 

Agatha picked up a fork and placed two slices of turkey onto a plate alongside with some 

Hungarian stuffed cabbage which she passed to Margaret, “Your uncle Edward?  What does he 

want?” 



“He is recalling us from our Hungarian exile.  We are to leave Buda as soon as can be 

arranged. He wants us in England and in his court by Vízkereszt to celebrate with him and his 

wife—if we can manage it of course.” 

“That’s less than two weeks away!  If we lived in Normandy we would barely manage it.  

Are we to settle in England permanently?” asked Agatha incredulously. 

“That is the king’s command,” affirmed Edward.  “I am the Ætheling it would seem—as 

Edgar is after me.  If King Edward names me his heir and I should die first, the throne of 

England goes to Edgar.” 

“A young boy on the throne of England? I can’t imagine anyone going for that,” observed 

Margaret. 

“Since when are you interested in politics, Margit?” asked Agatha. 

“Since this morning when suddenly politics took over where I live and how I will live the 

rest of my life.  Only a fool fails to educate himself on matters so central to good decision 

making.  Perhaps I am merely a girl, Mother, but even in this fragile body I aim to serve God 

with all that I am. I can’t do that with my eyes closed.  I want to learn all that is useful—if you 

will allow it?” 

“You sound eager for the convent, Margit!” noted Agatha. 

"May God’s will be done!”  Smiling, Margaret crossed herself, “Gloria Patri, et Filio, et 

Spiritui Sancto. Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et semper, et in saecula saeculorum. Amen.” 

 

 

January 1057 arrived swiftly. Packing only their clothes and dearest treasures, Edward 

Ætheling mounted his horse in favour of giving space to his wife and children to a single 

carriage instead of dividing the family into two carriages. A simple wagon followed behind with 

their few belongings and most of their food provisions. With all ready, he signalled to the 

servants driving the carriage and wagon to depart and follow him. 

 

 



“The king welcomes into his court, Edward the Ætheling!” announced the herald from 

King Edward the Confessor’s grand palace in Winchester. 

Solemnly, Edward approached King Edward’s throne, his wife and children five paces 

behind him. Kneeling, he bowed deeply, “Your Majesty!” 

King Edward rose and embraced Edward Ætheling, “Nephew!  You arrive at last!” 

“We came as soon as could be arranged given the winter weather,” replied Edward 

Ætheling. 

“One horse, one carriage, and one wagon making a trip of over one thousand miles I am 

told.” 

“Yes, Your Majesty.  Your summons sounded urgent. I dared not travel with more, 

putting my faith in God and in your majesty’s piety to provide for us upon our arrival.” 

“Your instincts are well placed, Edward.  For indeed you are my guests.  My home is 

your home.  Once you are rested I will arrange for you to live in your own house if you like,” 

offered King Edward. 

“Your Majesty’s great kindness and mercy is a model to us all,” flattered Edward 

Ætheling. 

“The least I can do for my heir, for indeed I name you ‘Ætheling,’ ‘prince and heir’ to my 

throne. May the Witan confirm you and make you king of England when I am gone!” proclaimed 

King Edward loudly. 

“And if I should die before you?” asked Edward Ætheling quietly. 

“Then the title ‘Ætheling’ shall pass to your son Edgar,” affirmed King Edward. “The 

blood of Æthelred II Unread shall rule England.  Now and for as long as God favours us with His 

Blessings. May God’s Will be done! Amen.” 

“Amen,” echoed Edward Ætheling as he crossed himself. 

“Amen,” added Margaret loud enough for the king to hear. 

King Edward stepped down from his throne and approached the girl, “Who are you, 

young lady to speak when it is not your turn?” 

“I’m Margaret!” smiled the princess. 

“Forgive her, Sire. This is my youngest daughter and second born of my three children.  

As such she is a bit … outspoken if that is the right word,” mumbled Edward Ætheling 

nervously. “You will excuse if my English is less fluent than it used to be.” 



King Edward touched his nephew’s arm, “Fear me not, Edward. Remember I too grew up 

in exile and fear of my life in my time. For I was the eldest son of my mother’s first husband 

Æthelred II the Unread, your grandfather.  When Sweyn Forkbeard overthrew my father, my 

mother Emma sent all of us to her native Normandy. Father took back his throne of course and 

my mother married Sweyn Forkbeard’s son Canute after his passing. This made her queen of 

England for a second time. But I stayed in Normandy until I was needed—as you are needed 

now.” 

“What’s Normandy like?” asked Margaret. 

King Edward laughed, “Warmer than Buda! Do you want to hear something even 

stranger, Margaret?” 

“What is that?” 

“Here in Winchester it’s actually more pleasant in winter than it is in Normandy. You 

would think moving north would make it colder, not warmer! But there it is!  You will be happy 

here, I’m certain.  And, if nothing else, living here offers you a chance to improve your English.  

Right now you sound Hungarian—as you should given your mother’s connection to Kaiser 

Heinrich III. But you are, in fact, an English princess Margaret. Our ancestors include some of 

the greatest noblemen and kings of this land, including Alfred the Great. Be proud of your 

Wessex heritage and never forget that despite your birth in Hungary, you are English!” 

Margaret nodded vigorously, “I will, Sire.  I promise.” 

 

 

 


