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Boudicca, Britain’s Queen of the Iceni 

 



Boudicca’s Story 
Using the word bank below, complete this short story about Queen Boudicca. 

 

Word Bank 

Roman Empire   Aedui   Iceni   Trinovantes   Dobunni  

Italy   Seine   Thames   North Sea   England  

Londinium   Camulodunum   Ynys Môn 

confederation   Julius Caesar   Nero   Cartimandua   legions 

queen regnant   Caradog   Prasutagus   Buddug  

hemlock   confront   divided   Boudicca   Gallic   pestle 

death   enraged  raped   united   flogged  individualistic 

militias  judges   resistance   freedom   daughters   victory   druid  

 

Boudicca was born in Gaul and came from the ________ tribe that lived in 

central France near the _______ River. Her people were at one time allies to the 

________ __________ which at that time was just a small republic in what is now 

_______. Though we call her by the Latin form of her name, she was probably 

called ________ which is the ancient British form of her name and still means 

__________ in Welsh. 

Life among the Gallic peoples was very hard, especially after ________ 

__________’s wars of conquest in the first century before the Common Era.  Life 

was so bad that the ________ of modern-day Spain fled north to the British Isles 



and settled in the midlands and west midlands of what later became known as 

__________. 

Boudicca escaped Gaul, eventually making her way to _____________, 

formerly known as Caer Colum, the capital of the ____________.  There she met 

_____________, king of the ___________.  They fell in love and on the shores of 

the ________ _________ they married. 

Life was good for Boudicca and Prasutagus.  Their love gave birth to twin 

____________ who quickly grew strong in body and soul thanks to the help of the 

many _______ teachers living among the Iceni.  Trained in ______ ______ in 

Wales, these teachers guided the Iceni and all the tribes across Britain in native 

British spirituality and culture while also serving as ________. 

But what the Romans disliked most about them was the way they fostered 

British values of ________ and independence, values that inspired leaders like 

________ (known in Latin as Caratacus) to organize _______ which attacked the 

legions in hopes of freeing Britain from Rome once and for all. 

But not everyone opposed Rome.  After all, the legions were the most 

powerful military machine of the western world.  Most tribes tried to find a 

compromise, including Queen _________ of the Brigantes. In 51 CE she betrayed 

Caratacus by handing him over to the Romans in exchange for wealth and power. 



King Prasutagus too tried to compromise. In hopes of bribing the Romans 

into leaving the Iceni alone he made the emperor ______ co-heir with his two 

daughters. Sadly for the Iceni, giving half of the kingdom to Rome meant that the 

Romans no longer needed Prasutagus alive.   

It did not take long for the Romans to march on the Iceni. With her 

daughters still too young to rule Boudicca took charge as ________ __________ in 

accord with British and ________ custom.  The Romans of course did not 

recognize ______ as eligible to rule in their own right. Because of this they saw the 

entire Iceni kingdom as rightfully belonging to them.  As a result they sent very 

few soldiers to secure the kingdom. 

Grieving and now suddenly a widow, Queen Boudicca was determined not 

to give her realm over to the Romans without a fight. Many Iceni died before the 

Romans burned her village to the ground.   

But the Romans were not done.  To frighten the rest of the kingdom into 

obedience they first ______ Boudicca’s daughters, and then ______ the queen. 

Instead of frightening the Iceni, it ______ them.  If the Romans were willing 

to commit such violence against their rightful queen, how much more violence 

would they do against everyone else?  The long _______ tribes now _______ 

against the Romans, making ___________ their war leader.  Not expecting 



________ they marched to ______ _______ to find it was barely defended.  

Thinking the ________ were already conquered, the Roman __________ Gaius 

Suetonius Paulinus had sent most of his _________ to the druid stronghold of 

______ _______, slaughtering the defenders mercilessly. 

Now it was Boudicca’s turn. Charging into the city, Boudicca’s 

____________ killed all of the residents and burned the city so hotly that the 

stones melted.  It was a glorious and unexpected victory. 

More successes followed.  Boudicca headed south to the Roman trading port 

of ___________ on the _________ River.  Expecting Boudicca to attack there, 

Governor Gaius Suetonius Paulinus evacuated the most important people in the 

city and brought his legions northward to _________ Boudicca on a field of his 

own choosing. 

The tactic worked.  Boudicca was forced to fight the Romans on a battlefield 

that favoured the Roman shield wall tactic and worked against the more 

_________ style of fighting preferred in Britain. With the Roman victory in sight, 

Boudicca and her daughters retreated into the forest in search of the one weapon 

she could use to deny the Romans the prize they most wanted.  



Pounding the white flowers with a mortar and ______ into a powder, 

Boudicca mixed the deadly ______ into some mead and drank deeply.  Her 

daughters also drank deeply, achieving in _____ the freedom denied them in life. 



Word Search: Britons (Welsh-English) 

 



Double Puzzle: Heroes and Villains of the Roman Conquest 

Unscramble the names of these heroes and villains from ancient Britain and from the Roman 

Empire. 

 

 

Unscramble each of the clue words. 

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 



Double Puzzle: Roman Cities and Regions 
Unscramble these names of cities and regions in the Roman Empire.   

Hint:  most of these are in England, Scotland, or Wales. 

 

Unscramble each of the clue words. Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the 

same number. 



Crossword Puzzle Bouddica's Story 
 

 

Across 

2. Known in Welsh as Caradog, this Trinovante king challenged Claudius' invasion force. 

4. The Brigante queen who betrayed King Caradog. 

5. How the Romans punished Boudicca for resisting the Roman seizure of the Iceni kingdom. 

8. King of the Iceni murdered by the Romans 

9. Built on a marshland deemed unsuitable for habitation by the Britons, the Romans built this 

trading port without any walls until the 3rd century CE. 

 

Down 

1. The Romans called her Boudicca, but the Iceni actually called her _____. 

3. The number of survivors from the city of Camulodunum after Boudicca's forces burned it to 

the ground. 

4. The Trinovante capital until the future emperor Claudius made it his own. 

6. The British god of war.  The Roman name for modern day Colchester means “Fortress of 

______.” 

7. The first Gallic tribe to trust the Romans and be betrayed by them. 

10. Appropriately enough this legion which helped Claudius defeat Caracatus in both 43 and 51 

CE was decimated by Boudicca's forces near Camulodunum. 

 



Answer Key: Boudicca, Britain’s Queen of the Iceni 
 

Boudicca’s Story 

The correct answers appear in bold text 

 

Boudicca was born in Gaul and came from the AEDUI tribe that lived in central France 

near the SEINE River. Her people were at one time allies to the ROMAN EMPIRE which at 

that time was just a small republic in what is now ITALY. Though we call her by the Latin form 

of her name, she was probably called BUDDUG which is the ancient British form of her name 

and still means VICTORY in Welsh. 

Life among the Gallic peoples was very hard, especially after JULIUS CAESAR’s wars 

of conquest in the first century before the Common Era.  Life was so bad that the DOBUNNI of 

modern day Spain fled north to the British Isles and settled in the midlands and west midlands of 

what later became known as ENGLAND. 

Boudicca escaped Gaul, eventually making her way to CAMULODUNUM, formerly 

known as Caer Colun, the capital of the TRINOVANTES.  There she met PRASUTAGUS, 

king of the ICENI.  They fell in love and on the shores of the NORTH SEA they married. 

Life was good for Boudicca and Prasutagus.  Their love gave birth to twin 

DAUGHTERS who quickly grew strong in body and soul thanks to the help of the many 

DRUID teachers living among the Iceni.  Trained in YNYS MȎN in Wales, these teachers 

guided the Iceni and all the tribes across Britain in native British spirituality and culture while 

also serving as JUDGES. 

But what the Romans disliked most about them was the way they fostered British values 

of FREEODM and independence, values that inspired leaders like CARADOG (known in Latin 

as Caratacus) to organize MILITIAS which attacked the legions in hopes of freeing Britain from 

Rome once and for all. 

But not everyone opposed Rome.  After all, the legions were the most powerful military 

machine of the western world.  Most tribes tried to find a compromise, including Queen 

CARTIMANDUA of the Brigantes. In 51 CE she betrayed Caratacus by handing him over to 

the Romans in exchange for wealth and power. 

King Prasutagus too tried to compromise. In hopes of bribing the Romans into leaving 

the Iceni alone he made the emperor NERO co-heir with his two daughters. Sadly for the Iceni, 

giving half of the kingdom to Rome meant that the Romans no longer needed Prasutagus alive.   

It did not take long for the Romans to march on the Iceni. With her daughters still too 

young to rule Boudicca took charge as QUEEN REGNANT in accord with British and 

GALLIC custom.  The Romans of course did not recognize WOMEN as eligible to rule in their 

own right. Because of this they saw the entire Iceni kingdom as rightfully belonging to them.  As 

a result they sent very few soldiers to secure the kingdom. 



Grieving and now suddenly a widow, Queen Boudicca was determined not to give her 

realm over to the Romans without a fight. Many Iceni died before the Romans burned her village 

to the ground.   

But the Romans were not done.  To frighten the rest of the kingdom into obedience they 

first RAPED Boudicca’s daughters, and then FLOGGED the queen. 

Instead of frightening the Iceni, it ENRAGED them.  If the Romans were willing to 

commit such violence against their rightful queen, how much more violence would they do 

against everyone else?  The long DIVIDED tribes now UNITED against the Romans, making 

BOUDICCA/BUDDUG their war leader.  Not expecting RESISTANCE they marched to 

CAER COLUN to find it was barely defended.  Thinking the ICENI were already conquered, 

the Roman GOVERNOR Gaius Suetonius Paulinus had sent most of his LEGIONS to the druid 

stronghold of YNYS MȎN, slaughtering the defenders mercilessly. 

Now it was Boudicca’s turn. Charging into the city, Boudicca’s CONFEDERATION 

killed all of the residents and burned the city so hotly that the stones melted. It was a glorious 

and unexpected victory. 

More successes followed.  Boudicca headed south to the Roman trading port of 

LONDINIUM on the THAMES River.  Expecting Boudicca to attack there, Governor Gaius 

Suetonius Paulinus evacuated the most important people in the city and brought his legions 

northward to CONFRONT Boudicca on a field of his own choosing. 

The tactic worked.  Boudicca was forced to fight the Romans on a battlefield that 

favoured the Roman shield wall tactic and worked against the more INDIVIDUALISTIC style 

of fighting preferred in Britain. With the Roman victory in sight, Boudicca and her daughters 

retreated into the forest in search of the one weapon she could use to deny the Romans the prize 

they most wanted.  

Pounding the white flowers with a mortar and PESTLE into a powder, Boudicca mixed 

the deadly HEMLOCK into some mead and drank deeply.  Her daughters also drank deeply, 

achieving in DEATH the freedom denied them in life. 

 



Word Search: Britons (Welsh-English) 

 

 

 

 

Heroes and Villains of the Roman Conquest 

Prasutagus 

Boudicca 



Caractacus 

Gaius Suetonius Paulinus 

Julius Caesar 

Nero 

Cartimandua 

Claudius 

 

Secret phrase: We shall never forget 

 

Roman Cities and Regions 

 

Mona 

Camulodunum 

Londinium 

Glevum Colonia 

Aquae Sulis 

Caledonia 

Britannia Prima 

Britannia 

Rome 

Gaul 

 

Secret phrase:  Boudicca, Queen of the Iceni 

 



Crossword Puzzle Answers: 

 



Catherine de Valois: French Princess, Tudor 

Matriarch 



Catherine’s Story 
Using the word bank below, complete this short story about Princess Catherine 

Word Bank 

king   queen  princess   father 

Bavaria   England   France   Wales  

Bedford   Paris   London   Agincourt 

Edmund   Owain   Henry   Tudur   Glyndŵr 

eight   fourteenth   1420   1429  Roses 

 

 

Born 27 October 1401, _______________ Catherine was the daughter of 

________ Charles VI of __________.  Her mother was Queen Isabeau of 

________.  Two days before her __________ birthday, King _________ V of 

___________ defeated the French defenders at the Battle of _____________. In 

________ she was forced to marry ______ ________ and was crowned 

__________ of ________ in February 1421. 

Queen Catherine was not queen of England very long. When her son 

________ was only _____ months old, King Henry V died of camp sickness near 

______. She returned to ________ to bury the king only to receive word a few 

weeks later that her _______ King Charles VI was also dead.   

Catherine was alone in a foreign country now being ruled by Catherine’s 

brothers-in-law in the name of her son the king.  In _____ John Duke of ________ 



passed a law in Parliament forbidding Queen Catherine from re-marrying.  But it 

was too late.  Queen Catherine had fallen in love and married ______ Ap _____ in 

secret.  

Though her new husband was from _______, he had grown up in London 

because his family had helped Owain _______ fight for freedom against the 

English. 

Though it hurt her badly to leave her son the king in London, Catherine 

moved to Hertfordshire to live with her husband and begin a new life.  Together 

they had three sons.  Though the church took Catherine’s youngest son Owen away 

from her, her oldest sons _________ and Jasper became very close to their half-

brother the king and fought very hard to keep the king on his throne during the 

civil war called the War of the ______. 



Word Search: Family Ties 

 

 

 



Word Search: Geography 

 

 



Double Puzzle: Kings and Queens 
 

Unscramble these names to discover who Catherine’s descendants are 

 

Unscramble each of the clue words.  

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 
 



Double Puzzle: Catherine de Valois 
 

These places and titles from Catherine’s life spell out something very big that 

happen after she died. 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Catherine’s Life 
 

 



Answer Key: Catherine de Valois 
 

Catherine’s Story 

The correct answers appear in bold text 

 

Born 27 October 1401, PRINCESS Catherine was the daughter of KING Charles VI of 

FRANCE.  Her mother was Queen Isabeau of BAVARIA.  Two days before her 

FOURTEENTH birthday, King HENRY V of ENGLAND defeated the French defenders at the 

Battle of AGINCOURT.  In 1420 she was forced to marry KING HENRY and was crowned 

QUEEN of ENGLAND in February 1421. 

Queen Catherine was not queen of England very long. When her son HENRY was only 

EIGHT months old, King Henry V died of camp sickness near PARIS. She returned to 

LONDON to bury the king only to receive word a few weeks later that her FATHER King 

Charles VI was also dead.   

Catherine was alone in a foreign country now being ruled by Catherine’s brothers-in-law 

in the name of her son the king.  In 1429 John Duke of BEDFORD passed a law in Parliament 

forbidding Queen Catherine from re-marrying.  But it was too late.  Queen Catherine had fallen 

in love and married OWAIN Ap TUDUR in secret.  

Though her new husband was from WALES, he had grown up in London because his 

family had helped Owain GLYNDŴR fight for freedom against the English. 

Though it hurt her badly to leave her son the king in London, Catherine moved to 

Hertfordshire to live with her husband and begin a new life.  Together they had three sons.  

Though the church took Catherine’s youngest son Owen away from her, her oldest sons 

EDMUND and Jasper became very close to their half-brother the king and fought very hard to 

keep the king on his throne during the civil war called the War of the ROSES. 

 



Word Search: Family Ties 

 



Word Search: Geography 

 



Double Puzzle:  Kings and Queens 

CHARLES 

HENRY 

OWAIN 

CATHERINE 

ISABEAU 

JOHN 

MONTJOIE 

EDMUND 

JASPER 

MARGARET 

 

SECRET PHRASE: TUDOR DYNASTY 

 



Double Puzzle: Catherine de Valois 

AGINCOURT 

HARFLEUR 

LONDON 

SPAIN 

BEDFORD 

NORMANDY 

WALES 

DUKE 

KING 

QUEEN 

PRINCESS 

LORD 

SECRET PHRASE: WAR OF THE ROSES 

 



 



Mary Queen of the Scots: the Forgotten Reign 



Queen Mary’s Story 

 

Word Bank: 

*Note: some words are used more than once. 

Paris  Linlithgow   David Riccio  James Hepburn 

Henry   James  François   Charles   Catherine de Medici 

Tudor   Guise  Darnley   John Knox   Seton  queen 

half-brother  catholic  protestant   Lords of the Congregation 

secretary   cardinal  prince consort  Elizabeth 

dancing  falconry  singing  sumptuary laws   crown matrimonial  

Edinburgh Castle Kirk o’ Field  Lochleven Castle 

Edinburgh  France  Scotland  England  VI 

Stirling Castle  Fotheringhay Castle   king 

 



 

Queen Mary Stuart was born on the 8
th

 of December, 1542 at 

______________ Palace to King _______ V of _________ and his queen, Mary of 

_________.  As the queen gave birth to Mary, the king was on campaign fighting 

against King _______ VIII of _________. Two weeks after Mary’s birth, the king 

died and Mary was proclaimed __________ of _____________.  When Mary was 

just four years old __________ Beaton was murdered in St. Andrews.  At trial 

______ ________ was found guilty of plotting the murder and was sentenced to 

ten years of hard labour on French prison ships.  

 

With the country quickly becoming ___________, Mary’s mother decided 

that Scotland was no longer safe for a ___________ queen and sent her to 

________ to grow up with Prince __________ in hopes that she would marry him 

when they were old enough. Growing up in the capital city of _________ and in 

the many palaces owned by King Henri II and Queen __________ __ _________, 

Queen Mary became very French and adopted the customs of the French court – 

including ________ and ___________. At sixteen years, Queen Mary married her 

prince and, with the death of her father-in-law soon became queen of France.  

 



King __________ II and Queen Mary were happy for a time.  Then he died 

without a son and his brother _________ became king of France. To avoid 

confusion and solidify the reign of the new king, Queen Mary and her friends, 

including Mary ______ returned to _________ to take up Mary’s throne in her 

own right. 

While she was away, Scotland became a very different country, Mary’s 

_________ religion was now outlawed and it was a crime to go to mass. 

Fortunately, Mary was very tall and beautiful and persuaded her _______ 

________ James Stewart to let her worship in private in her rooms in __________ 

Castle. 

Lonely and a widow, Mary knew her duty was to marry and bear a son to be 

______ after her. The problem was there were not many princes in Europe who 

were not already married. Those who were unmarried were usually ugly, stupid, 

and of bad temper. She had two choices:  marry a lesser nobleman or marry the one 

prince she found acceptable, a cousin of hers by her grandmother Margaret 

_______’s second marriage, ________ Stewart, also known as Lord _________. 



 

At first Queen Mary was very happy with her second husband. They enjoyed 

many of the same things, including ____________ and hunting on horseback. 

Because she was queen, the normal rules based on a person’s class called 

____________ _______ did not apply to her and she was able to hunt with any 

bird she liked. 

But Darnley had a dark side.  He drank too much. When he became drunk, 

he grew very mean and was often violent. At first, he kept his bad side to his 

friends and to the local people in Edinburgh he drank with. But in time, he brought 

his bad behaviour home to the queen.  He would forget that she was queen and he 

was her ________ __________. One day, Queen Mary’s friend and favourite 

singer ______ ________ saw him being mean to the queen.  Like a good friend, he 

stood up to Darnley’s bullying and defended his queen.  This made Darnley very 

mad. He decided that because the queen swore to obey him as her husband this 

meant he was entitled to rule Scotland as king. But to become king and replace 

Queen Mary on the throne, he needed to make Mary sign a document giving him 

that power.  



 

There was one problem: Queen Mary made her friend ____________ and 

therefore, a very powerful man able to not only give her advice, but also counter 

many of the things that Darnley wanted to do. After weeks of plotting, Darnley 

made his move.  During a private dinner in the queen’s apartments, Darnley broke 

in uninvited. His men attacked the queen’s guests while he held the pregnant queen 

hostage. He demanded the ________ ______________ which made him king after 

her death. She refused. His men took out their swords and murdered _______ 

_________ in front of her. 

The plot did not work. Even after briefly imprisoning the queen, Darnley 

could not make her sign the paper he needed to become king.  Instead, he was 

forced to welcome his replacement for the throne when Mary gave birth to their 

son ________ in a room in ___________ _________ on the 19
th
 of June, 1566.  

Three months later, Queen Mary secured a __________ baptism for her son at 

_________ _________ where she too was baptised and christened. 

With the prince safe at Stirling Castle, Queen Mary plotted with ________ 

________ to stop her husband’s abuse once and for all.  In February, 1577 Lord 

Darnley was strangled before his palace called _________ ___ _______ was blown 

up by several kegs of gun powder.  Mary was free!  Or so she thought. 



What she didn’t know was that Hepburn was in a conspiracy with the 

________ ___ ____ _______________ to remove her from power. On the 15
th
 of 

May, 1567 she was taken prisoner at __________ ________. In July, she was 

forced to abdicate and her son became King James ___ of Scotland. 

Nineteen years would pass of great sadness and misery. Queen Mary fled 

Scotland and became the political prisoner to her cousin __________. Finally, on 

the 8
th
 of February, 1587 she was beheaded on orders of her cousin at 

______________ __________. 



Word Search: Landmarks from Mary Queen of Scots Reign 
Find the names of these places associated with Queen Mary. 

 



Double Puzzle: Friends, Enemies, and Family 
Unscramble each of the clue words to find the names of people from Queen Mary’s life. 

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number to find the secret 

phrase. 
 

 



 

Crossword: Queen Mary Stuart’s Life and Times 

 



Answer Key: Mary Queen of the Scots  
 

Queen Mary’s Story  
Correct answers are in bold type. 

 

Queen Mary Stuart was born on the 8
th

 of December, 1542 at LINLITHGOW Palace to 

King JAMES V of SCOTLAND and his queen, Mary of GUISE.  As the queen gave birth to 

Mary, the king was on campaign fighting against King HENRY VIII of ENGLAND. Two 

weeks after Mary’s birth, the king died and Mary was proclaimed QUEEN of SCOTLAND.  

When Mary was just four years old CARDINAL Beaton was murdered in St. Andrews.  At trial 

JOHN KNOX was found guilty of plotting the murder and was sentenced to ten years of hard 

labour on French prison ships.  

 

With the country quickly becoming PROTESTANT, Mary’s mother decided that 

Scotland was no longer safe for a CATHOLIC queen and sent her to PARIS (FRANCE is also 

acceptable) to grow up with Prince FRANÇOIS in hopes that she would marry him when they 

were old enough. Growing up in the capital city of PARIS and in the many palaces owned by 

King Henri II and Queen CATHERINE DE MEDICI, Queen Mary became very French and 

adopted the customs of the French court – including SINGING and DANCING. At sixteen 

years, Queen Mary married her prince and, with the death of her father-in-law soon became 

queen of France.  

 

King FRANÇOIS II and Queen Mary were happy for a time.  Then he died without a son 

and his brother CHARLES became king of France. To avoid confusion and solidify the reign of 

the new king, Queen Mary and her friends, including Mary SETON returned to EDINBURGH 

to take up Mary’s throne in her own right. 

While she was away, Scotland became a very different country, Mary’s CATHOLIC 

religion was now outlawed and it was a crime to go to mass. Fortunately, Mary was very tall and 

beautiful and persuaded her HALF-BROTHER James Stewart to let her worship in private in 

her rooms in EDINBURGH Castle. 

Lonely and a widow, Mary knew her duty was to marry and bear a son to be KING after 

her. The problem was there were not many princes in Europe who were not already married. 

Those who were unmarried were usually ugly, stupid, and of bad temper. She had two choices:  

marry a lesser nobleman or marry the one prince she found acceptable, a cousin of hers by her 

grandmother Margaret TUDOR’s second marriage, HENRY Stewart, also known as Lord 

DARNLEY. 



 

At first Queen Mary was very happy with her second husband. They enjoyed many of the 

same things, including FALCONRY and hunting on horseback. Because she was queen, the 

normal rules based on a person’s class called SUMPTUARY LAWS did not apply to her and 

she was able to hunt with any bird she liked. 

But Darnley had a dark side.  He drank too much. When he became drunk, he grew very 

mean and was often violent. At first, he kept his bad side to his friends and to the local people in 

Edinburgh he drank with. But in time, he brought his bad behaviour home to the queen.  He 

would forget that she was queen and he was her PRINCE CONSORT. One day, Queen Mary’s 

friend and favourite singer DAVID RICCIO saw him being mean to the queen.  Like a good 

friend, he stood up to Darnley’s bullying and defended his queen.  This made Darnley very mad. 

He decided that because the queen swore to obey him as her husband this meant he was entitled 

to rule Scotland as king. But to become king and replace Queen Mary on the throne, he needed to 

make Mary sign a document giving him that power.  

 

There was one problem: Queen Mary made her friend SECRETARY and therefore, a 

very powerful man able to not only give her advice, but also counter many of the things that 

Darnley wanted to do. After weeks of plotting, Darnley made his move.  During a private dinner 

in the queen’s apartments, Darnley broke in uninvited. His men attacked the queen’s guests 

while he held the pregnant queen hostage. He demanded the CROWN MATRIMONIAL which 

made him king after her death. She refused. His men took out their swords and murdered 

DAVID RICCIO in front of her. 

The plot did not work. Even after briefly imprisoning the queen, Darnley could not make 

her sign the paper he needed to become king.  Instead, he was forced to welcome his replacement 

for the throne when Mary gave birth to their son JAMES in a room in EDINBURGH CASTLE 

on the 19
th

 of June, 1566.  Three months later, Queen Mary secured a CATHOLIC baptism for 

her son at STIRLING CASTLE where she too was baptised and christened. 

With the prince safe at Stirling Castle, Queen Mary plotted with JAMES HEPBURN to 

stop her husband’s abuse once and for all.  In February, 1577 Lord Darnley was strangled before 

his palace called KIRK O’ FIELD was blown up by several kegs of gun powder.  Mary was 

free!  Or so she thought. 

What she didn’t know was that Hepburn was in a conspiracy with the LORDS OF THE 

CONGREGATION to remove her from power. On the 15
th

 of May, 1567 she was taken 

prisoner at LOCKLEVEN CASTLE. In July, she was forced to abdicate and her son became 

King James VI of Scotland. 

Nineteen years would pass of great sadness and misery. Queen Mary fled Scotland and 

became the political prisoner to her cousin ELIZABETH. Finally, on the 8
th

 of February, 1587 

she was beheaded on orders of her cousin at FOTHERINGHAY CASTLE. 



Word Search: Landmarks from Mary Queen of Scots Reign 

 

 

Double Puzzle 
HENRY STEWART 

LORD DARNLEY 

JAMES STEWART 

JAMES V OF SCOTLAND 

MARY OF GUISE 

FRANCOIS II 

CATHERINE DE MEDICI 



LORDS OF THE CONGREGATION 

PARLIAMENT 

JOHN KNOX 

MARY SETON 

ELIZABETH I TUDOR OF ENGLAND 

DAVID RICCO 

 

 Secret phrase:  LONG LIVE THE QUEEN! 



 

Crossword Puzzle 

 



Queen Elizabeth Tudor: Journey to Gloriana 



  

Queen Elizabeth Tudor’s Story 
 

Word Bank: 

*Note: some words are used more than once. 

Half-brother    England   queen   catholic   Tide Letter  

Jane Grey    Seymour    Mary   sword   Hatfield  

Robert Dudley    Anne Boleyn    Catalina de Aragón 

Imprisoned    1516    1533   1536  1559   protestant   Roman     

Wyatt the Younger    Church    Parliament  Richmond  succession  

chaste   VIII    divorced   marriages    Tower    London 

 

Elizabeth Tudor is one of the most famous women in all of world history. 

Born on the 7
th

 of September ______, she was daughter to noblewoman _______ 

________ and King Henry ____ of England.  

Being Anne’s daughter was not easy. Anne Boleyn was crowned _________ 

of ____________ only three months before her daughter’s birth. That is because 

her father married another woman, Spanish princess ______________ __ 

_______________ first in 1509, a long marriage that produced a single living 

daughter, ________ (born in _____), but no sons and heirs for the English throne. 

Desperate for a son, King Henry ___________ his wife so he could marry Anne 

and produce, he hoped, his long-desired son and heir. When, after three years of 



marriage, Anne failed to give birth to a living son, King Henry invented stories that 

Anne committed treason and on the 19
th
 of May, _____, Anne’s head was cut off 

with a single, merciful stroke of a _________.  

At age five, Elizabeth’s life changed forever when ________ _________ 

came to ___________ palace to study with her under the same tutors. Quickly 

becoming best friends, they helped each other through the difficult final years of 

King Henry’s life and especially the short reign of Elizabeth’s ______ _______ 

Edward.  

Edward did not rule in his own right.  Instead, power was held by Edward’s 

_____________ uncles and by Robert’s father, John Dudley.  As the young king 

lay dying, John Dudley quickly arranged ____________ for his sons, including 

Robert and older brother Guilford who was married off to Elizabeth’s cousin, Lady 

_________ _________.  

Jane was a __________ like King Edward, but Elizabeth’s older sister and 

next in line for the throne was a ______________.  At first, Queen Mary was 

content to allow those who converted away from the “true religion” to remain as 

they were.  But that changed when Sir _______ ____ _______ rebelled against her 

rule, a rebellion _________ _______ only too eagerly joined. 



The rebellion failed.  Queen Mary assumed her sister conspired against her 

because if it succeeded, it would have made Elizabeth _______.  Mary ordered 

Elizabeth to be _________ in the _________ of _________. Elizabeth was afraid. 

When her mother went there, she never left alive. Elizabeth wrote Mary a long 

letter, hoping to buy her time. Today we call that letter the ________ _______. 

Fortunately for Elizabeth, her sister’s reign was nearly as short as her 

brother’s.  Against the odds, Elizabeth rode her royal barge to Westminster Abbey 

and on the 15
th
 of January ________ she took her vows to the English people as 

their sovereign queen. 

Religion was the first order of business. In her first Parliament, she asked for 

a compromise position between her brother’s aggressive _____________ church 

and her sister’s ____________ ___________ church. The “Acts of Uniformity and 

Supremacy” of 1559 created the ____________ of ______________ as Protestant 

in doctrine, but largely Catholic in form. 

With the matter of religion settled, Parliament turned its attention to the 

_______________. Keenly aware that under the law married women were the 

property of their husbands, Queen Elizabeth was determined to keep power by 

staying single. Though in theory this meant that Elizabeth stayed ________, many 

in court believed otherwise.  Elizabeth habitually kept her Robert close to her, even 



late into the night and clearly wanted to marry him. But ______________ said no 

to the match, putting Elizabeth in a difficult position. 

In the end, Elizabeth married no one and lived alone.  On the 24
th
 of March, 

1603 she died in her palace at ____________. 

Word Search: Elizabeth’s Family 

 



Threats to the Throne 
Unscramble each of the clue words. 

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 

 



Friends, Family, and Allies 
Unscramble each of the clue words. 

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 

 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Elizabeth’s Court 

 

 



Answer Key: Queen Elizabeth Tudor 

Queen Elizabeth’s Story   
Correct answers are in bold type. 

 

Elizabeth Tudor is one of the most famous women in all of world history. Born on the 7
th

 

of September 1533, she was daughter to noblewoman Anne Boleyn and King Henry VIII of 

England.  

Being Anne’s daughter was not easy. Anne Boleyn was crowned queen of England only 

three months before her daughter’s birth. That is because her father married another woman, 

Spanish princess Catalina de Aragón first in 1509, a long marriage that produced a single living 

daughter, Mary (born in 1516), but no sons and heirs for the English throne. Desperate for a son, 

King Henry divorced his wife so he could marry Anne and produce, he hoped, his long-desired 

son and heir. When, after three years of marriage, Anne failed to give birth to a living son, King 

Henry invented stories that Anne committed treason and on the 19
th

 of May, 1536, Anne’s head 

was cut off with a single, merciful stroke of a sword.  

At age five, Elizabeth’s life changed forever when Robert Dudley came to Hatfield 

palace to study with her under the same tutors. Quickly becoming best friends, they helped each 

other through the difficult final years of King Henry’s life and especially the short reign of 

Elizabeth’s half-brother Edward.  

Edward did not rule in his own right.  Instead, power was held by Edward’s Seymour 

uncles and by Robert’s father, John Dudley.  As the young king lay dying, John Dudley quickly 

arranged marriages for his sons, including Robert and older brother Guilford who was married 

off to Elizabeth’s cousin, Lady Jane Grey. 

Jane was a protestant like King Edward, but Elizabeth’s older sister and next in line for 

the throne was a catholic.  At first, Queen Mary was content to allow those who converted away 

from the “true religion” to remain as they were.  But that changed when Sir Wyatt the Younger 

rebelled against her rule, a rebellion Robert Dudley only too eagerly joined. 

The rebellion failed.  Queen Mary assumed her sister conspired against her because if it 

succeeded, it would have made Elizabeth queen.  Mary ordered Elizabeth to be imprisoned in 

the Tower of London. Elizabeth was afraid. When her mother went there, she never left alive. 

Elizabeth wrote Mary a long letter, hoping to buy her time. Today we call that letter the Tide 

Letter. 

Fortunately for Elizabeth, her sister’s reign was nearly as short as her brother’s.  Against 

the odds, Elizabeth rode her royal barge to Westminster Abbey and on the 15
th

 of January 1559 

she took her vows to the English people as their sovereign queen. 

Religion was the first order of business. In her first Parliament, she asked for a 

compromise position between her brother’s aggressive protestant church and her sister’s 

Roman Catholic church.  The “Acts of Uniformity and Supremacy” of 1559 created the Church 

of England as Protestant in doctrine, but largely Catholic in form. 



With the matter of religion settled, Parliament turned its attention to the succession. 

Keenly aware that under the law married women were the property of their husbands, Queen 

Elizabeth was determined to keep power by staying single. Though in theory this meant that 

Elizabeth stayed chaste, many in court believed otherwise.  Elizabeth habitually kept her Robert 

close to her, even late into the night and clearly wanted to marry him. But Parliament said no to 

the match, putting Elizabeth in a difficult position. 

In the end, Elizabeth married no one and lived alone.  On the 24
th

 of March, 1603 she 

died in her palace at Richmond. 

 



Word Search: Elizabeth’s Family 

 



Threats to the Throne Double Puzzle 

Queen Mary Tudor 

Elizabeth Imprisoned in the Tower 

Wyatt Rebellion 

The Rough Wooing 

Mary of Guise 

The Babington Plot 

Queen Mary Stuart 

Sermons by John Knox 

Spanish Armada 

Elizabeth Refuses to Marry 

Catholic Uprisings 

Secret message: Elizabeth becomes “Gloriana” 

Friends, Family, and Allies Double Puzzle 

Robert Dudley 

Margaret Tudor 

Mary Tudor Brandon 

Anne Boleyn 

King Edward VI 

Catherine Howard 

Lady Jane Grey 

William Maitland  



Catherine Parr 

William Cecil 

Francis Walsingham 

Secret message:  Long Live Queen Elizabeth! 

 



Crossword – Elizabeth’s Court 

 



Empress Wu Zetian 

 



Wu Zhao’s Story 

 

Word Bank: 

*Note: some words are used more than once. 

Mei Niang  Li Yuan   meditation  zhaoyi  cairen  father  chancellor   son 

intelligence  Analects  administration   western  ChangAn 

Tang   empress consort    water   propriety   Buddhist   tutors    

Taizong   regency   secretary   Gaozong   dead   education 

Zhou  government  deposed  civil service  huangdi 

social mobility   writers   Mao Zedong  Luoyang 

agricultural   drowned   stroke  science   political  irrigation  

Wu Zetian  

 

Wu Zhao, the Empress Wu Zetian is the most famous of all women in 

Chinese history. Born the daughter of _______________ Wu Shihuo in 624 of the 

____________ calendar, Wu was born in the early years of the _________ 

dynasty. At the age of fourteen, the independently-minded Wu Zhao was sent to 

__________, to marry the _________ emperor as his ___________, or 5
th
 rank 

concubine. Incredibly bright and educated by ____________ hired by her father in 

order to encourage a rich and powerful husband, Wu Zhao soon found herself at 

odds with what was expected her. 

According to contemporary interpretations of the ____________ of 

Confucius, women were expected to uphold the Four Virtues of ___________, 



righteousness, integrity, and shame along with the Three Obediences to 

___________, husband, and, once widowed, to her eldest _______. 

But Wu Zhao wanted more for herself. Not content to simply wait for the 

emperor to sleep with her, she continued her studies on her own. When at last she 

met the emperor, he found her skills more suited to government ______________ 

than the tradition role she was expected to play in the bedroom. Recognizing her 

talent, he assigned her duties his personal _____________, a job most expected of 

a man.  For the next eleven years, Wu Zhao, whom the emperor nicknamed 

_______ __________, served at the emperor’s side, learning from him everything 

that she could about politics, government administration, and how to rule a large 

and diverse country. 

Upon Taizong’s death in July of 649 CE, Wu Zhao was sent to a 

__________ nunnery to live out her life in celibacy and ___________. This was 

customary because it was disrespectful for women previously married to an 

emperor to remarry after his death.  

But Wu Zhao was no ordinary woman.  While in the imperial city, Taizong’s 

son and successor, the _____________ emperor found himself captivated by both 

Wu’s beauty and _____________.  He visited “Mei Niang” in her nunnery and fell 

in love with her.  Only two years after his coronation, he ordered Wu recalled from 



the nunnery and returned to the imperial city. He elevated her to the rank of 

________ which is a second-rank concubine. Only Empress Wang and Consort 

Xiao held more prestige among the emperors many wives. 

Understandably, Empress Wang and Consort Xiao did not like Wu Zhao 

very much.  Almost immediately upon coming to court, Wu Zhao gave the 

emperor first one son, then another in less than two years time. This increased her 

status with the emperor.  Angry and upset at Wu Zhao’s rising star, Empress Wang 

took matters into her own hands.  Just weeks after Wu gave birth to her third child, 

a daughter, Wang __________ the baby – or so it is believed.  She was seen 

fleeing Wu Zhao’s cottage just minutes before the baby was found ______ in a 

basin of _________. 

Wu Zhao used the murder of her baby to her own __________ advantage. 

Under Wu’s influence, Empress Wang and Consort Xiao were both put to death. 

Gaozong made Wu Zhao his __________ __________. 

This put Empress Wu in the right place to advance her career further. For in 

660 CE, Emperor Gaozong suffered a crippling _________ and could no longer 

govern. Applying everything she learned from Emperor Taizong, Wu stepped 

forward and offered to govern in her husband’s name. Gaozong agreed and made 



Empress Wu the de facto ruler of China for the duration of his illness, a _________ 

that lasted until the emperor’s death in 683 CE. 

While ruling on Gaozong’s behalf, Wu quietly began reforming China in her 

own image.  Specifically, she patronized women __________, scientists, and 

scholars.  She commissioned a massive book called “Biographies of Famous 

Women” (列女傳)which took almost ten years to complete.  

When Gaozong died, Empress Wu put up her son Lian Xian (李顯) to 

succeed his father as the Zhongzong emperor. Three months later, Zhongzong was 

already proving himself to be a bad choice. Empress Wu _________ him and 

replaced him with his younger brother, eleven-year-old Li Dan to rule as the 

Ruizong emperor, a move that allowed her to keep the power she wielded under 

their father. 

By 690 CE, Ruizong wanted to rule in his own right. Rather than hand over 

power to the emperor, Empress Wu simply declared a new dynasty, the ________ 

dynasty with her as ___________, the emperor-sovereign.  

Thoughtful, foresightful and now wielding absolute power, Empress Wu 

rewarded ____________ innovations in both technique and technology, including 

new ___________ methods that increased crop production and productivity to all 



time highs.  She made agriculture a _______ to be studied by scholars, and 

mandated books on best farming methods to be published broadly.   

But her greatest reform was political. In the past, the pathway to a 

______________ job was through money and social connections.  Rich families 

remained rich and powerful while the poor were forever poor and suffering. 

Empress Wu believed that talent mattered more than money or who you knew. She 

therefore created a test that anyone who wanted a government job had to take to 

prove competency. There was one for those wishing to become military officers 

that focused on the skills needed to command, but the most famous of her exams 

were for civilian or _________ __________ jobs.   

All of these reforms made Empress Wu very popular with the poor whose 

opportunities for self-improvement greatly expanded. Anyone could take Wu’s 

exams and earn his way to a better paying job. Families set up scholarships to help 

the best and brightest among them, and the whole of the country changed to 

believe in ________ _______ through _________.  

The people who did not like Wu’s reign were those who lost power to it. 

Emperor Zhongzong, whom she deposed in 684, staged a rebellion in 705 CE and 

seized power back from his mother, restoring the ________ dynasty and restoring 

the capital city from ___________ back to ChangAn.  In compensation, 



Zhongzong ordered his mother formally recognized as an emperor of China and 

gave her the official reign name _____ _________.  A few months later, she died, 

forever known by the reign name her son gave her.  

Wu’s exam system lasted until the 20
th

 Century when _______ _______ put 

an end to it in the 1950s. For over 1300 years, Wu’s reforms shaped how Chinese 

entered government service—from the lowest local job to the highest. Even today, 

_____________ remains key to Chinese culture and is likely to remain as 

important to generations more of Chinese as it was to Empress Wu herself. 

 



Word Match: Chinese Titles 
 

Draw a line from the Chinese title to its correct version in English 

 

 



Word Search: Rulers and Public Servants 

 



Double Puzzle: Path to the Throne 

 

Unscramble each of the clue words. 

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 



Double Puzzle: Geography 
 

Unscramble each of the clue words. 

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 



Crossword Puzzle: Empress Wu’s Life and Times 

 

 



Answer Key: Empress Wu Zetian 
 

Wu Zhao’s Story 

Wu Zhao, the Empress Wu Zetian is the most famous of all women in Chinese history. 

Born the daughter of chancellor Wu Shihuo in 624 of the western calendar, Wu was born in the 

early years of the Tang dynasty. At the age of fourteen, the independently-minded Wu Zhao was 

sent to ChangAn, to marry the Taizong emperor as his cairen, or 5
th

 rank concubine. Incredibly 

bright and educated by tutors hired by her father in order to encourage a rich and powerful 

husband, Wu Zhao soon found herself at odds with what was expected her. 

According to contemporary interpretations of the Analects of Confucius, women were 

expected to uphold the Four Virtues of propriety, righteousness, integrity, and shame along with 

the Three Obediences to father, husband, and, once widowed, to her eldest son. 

But Wu Zhao wanted more for herself. Not content to simply wait for the emperor to 

sleep with her, she continued her studies on her own. When at last she met the emperor, he found 

her skills more suited to government administration than the tradition role she was expected to 

play in the bedroom. Recognizing her talent, he assigned her duties his personal secretary, a job 

most expected of a man.  For the next eleven years, Wu Zhao, whom the emperor nicknamed 

Mei Niang, served at the emperor’s side, learning from him everything that she could about 

politics, government administration, and how to rule a large and diverse country. 

Upon Taizong’s death in July of 649 CE, Wu Zhao was sent to a Buddhist nunnery to 

live out her life in celibacy and meditation. This was customary because it was disrespectful for 

women previously married to an emperor to remarry after his death.  

But Wu Zhao was no ordinary woman.  While in the imperial city, Taizong’s son and 

successor, the Gaozong emperor found himself captivated by both Wu’s beauty and intelligence.  

He visited “Mei Niang” in her nunnery and fell in love with her.  Only two years after his 

coronation, he ordered Wu recalled from the nunnery and returned to the imperial city. He 

elevated her to the rank of zhaoyi which is a second-rank concubine. Only Empress Wang and 

Consort Xiao held more prestige among the emperors many wives. 

Understandably, Empress Wang and Consort Xiao did not like Wu Zhao very much.  

Almost immediately upon coming to court, Wu Zhao gave the emperor first one son, then 

another in less than two years time. This increased her status with the emperor.  Angry and upset 

at Wu Zhao’s rising star, Empress Wang took matters into her own hands.  Just weeks after Wu 

gave birth to her third child, a daughter, Wang drowned the baby – or so it is believed.  She was 

seen fleeing Wu Zhao’s cottage just minutes before the baby was found dead in a basin of 

water. 

Wu Zhao used the murder of her baby to her own political advantage. Under Wu’s 

influence, Empress Wang and Consort Xiao were both put to death. Gaozong made Wu Zhao his 

empress consort. 

This put Empress Wu in the right place to advance her career further. For in 660 CE, 

Emperor Gaozong suffered a crippling stroke and could no longer govern. Applying everything 



she learned from Emperor Taizong, Wu stepped forward and offered to govern in her husband’s 

name. Gaozong agreed and made Empress Wu the de facto ruler of China for the duration of his 

illness, a regency that lasted until the emperor’s death in 683 CE. 

While ruling on Gaozong’s behalf, Wu quietly began reforming China in her own image.  

Specifically, she patronized women writers, scientists, and scholars.  She commissioned a 

massive book called “Biographies of Famous Women” (列女傳)which took almost ten years to 

complete.  

When Gaozong died, Empress Wu put up her son Lian Xian (李顯) to succeed his father 

as the Zhongzong emperor. Three months later, Zhongzong was already proving himself to be a 

bad choice. Empress Wu deposed him and replaced him with his younger brother, eleven-year-

old Li Dan to rule as the Ruizong emperor, a move that allowed her to keep the power she 

wielded under their father. 

By 690 CE, Ruizong wanted to rule in his own right. Rather than hand over power to the 

emperor, Empress Wu simply declared a new dynasty, the Zhou dynasty with her as Huangdi, 

the emperor-sovereign.  

Thoughtful, foresightful and now wielding absolute power, Empress Wu rewarded 

agricultural innovations in both technique and technology, including new irrigation methods 

that increased crop production and productivity to all time highs.  She made agriculture a science 

to be studied by scholars, and mandated books on best farming methods to be published broadly.   

But her greatest reform was political. In the past, the pathway to a government job was 

through money and social connections.  Rich families remained rich and powerful while the poor 

were forever poor and suffering. Empress Wu believed that talent mattered more than money or 

who you knew. She therefore created a test that anyone who wanted a government job had to 

take to prove competency. There was one for those wishing to become military officers that 

focused on the skills needed to command, but the most famous of her exams were for civilian or 

civil service jobs. 

The people who did not like Wu’s reign were those who lost power to it. Emperor 

Zhongzong, whom she deposed in 684, staged a rebellion in 705 CE and seized power back from 

his mother, restoring the Tang dynasty and restoring the capital city from Luoyang back to 

ChangAn.  In compensation, Zhongzong ordered his mother formally recognized as an emperor 

of China and gave her the official reign name Wu Zetian.  A few months later, she died, forever 

known by the reign name her son gave her.  

Wu’s exam system lasted until the 20
th

 Century when Mao Zedong put an end to it in the 

1950s. For over 1300 years, Wu’s reforms shaped how Chinese entered government service—

from the lowest local job to the highest. Even today, education remains key to Chinese culture 

and is likely to remain as important to generations more of Chinese as it was to Empress Wu 

herself. 
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Double Puzzle: Path to the Throne 

Emperor Taizong 

cairen 

secretary 



Gaozong 

murder 

Empress Wang 

stroke 

regency 

coup d'Etat 

Zhou dynasty 

surrender 

temple name 

Secret Message:  The Empress Wu Zetian 

 

Double Puzzle: Geography 

Dong jiao min Lane 

British Concession 

Beijing 

Wenshui county 

nunnery 

Imperial Palace 

Chang An 

Women's quarters 

Luoyang 

Secret message: Long Live Empress Wu 

 

Crossword Puzzle: Empress Wu’s Life and Times 



 



Gwenllian ferch Gruffydd, the Warrior Princess of 

Deheubarth 



Gwenllian’s Story 

Word Bank 

Note: some words are used more than once 

 

Morgan  Owain  Maelgwn  Iago  Aberffraw  Ragnhildr  courtship 

Hywel  Carmarthenshire  England  Ynys Môn  Irish  Chepstow  Kidwelly 

Maurice de Londres  Deheubarth  Angharad  Boudicca  Gruffydd  VII  captured 

Matilda  Tudur (Tewdwr)  Cynan  Henry  Dinefwr  Witan  civil war  Rufus 

Welsh bow  Stephen  archers  Monmouthshire  Nest  executed  revenge  Conqueror 

 

Gwenllian ferch Gruffydd was the most influential Welsh woman most 

people have never heard of.  Born in 1097 in _____________ Castle on the island 

of ________ ________, her father __________ ap _________ was the son of 

_________ Princess _________ of Dublin and __________ ap _____________.  

Her mother ____________ came from the ancient royal line of Deheubarth and 

counted _________ Dda one of her ancestors. 

Gwenllian’s life changed dramatically at the age of sixteen when Princess 

Nest ferch Rhys, one of King ______ of _________’s many former lovers, 

petitioned King Gruffydd to grant sanctuary to her brothers Gruffydd and Hywel in 

__________. Upon arrival of the beleaguered princes, Gwenllian found herself 

quickly falling in love with the charming __________ ap Rhys.  After two years of 

___________ Gruffydd ap Cynan granted permission for Gwenllian to marry her 



prince and return with him to his kingdom of ____________ with its capital of 

____________ Castle in _________________. 

Life in Deheubarth was happy for both Gwenllian and Gruffydd. Over the 

next twenty years, Princess Gwenllian gave her beloved Gruffydd five sons, 

including _________, __________, and Rhys ap Gruffydd who would carry on 

their legacy as forefather to ________ ap Maredudd ap ___________, grandfather 

to King ______ ____ of _________.  In 1030, Gwenllian gave birth to her twins, 

daughters ________ and Gwladus. 

But life was not all pretty castles and children. Like his father William I the 

____________ and brother William ________, King Henry of England was 

determined to finish the conquest of the Welsh kingdoms begun by the kings of 

Wessex and Mercia. Aggressively the English built castles, including 

______________ in ___________________ in the kingdom of Gwent in the 

southeast. In Deheubarth, King Henry built ________ castle to challenge 

Gwenllian and Gruffydd directly.  

For twenty years, Gwenllian and Gruffydd defended their lands against the 

invading Anglo-Normans. Using ancient Celtic battle tactics familiar not only to 

the Silures of Gwent, but also the confederation led by Queen ___________’s 

confederation in modern day England in 60-61 CE, Gwenllian and Gruffydd used 



the land and weather to attack the superior trained and equipped Normans from 

cover, often using their skills as _________. Not content to allow her husband to 

fight alone, Gwenllian fought beside him, even when heavily pregnant, using her 

skills with the ________ _____ to defend her people. 

In December 1135, King Henry died, setting off The Anarchy, a ________ 

_____ between Henry’s daughter ________ and __________, the son of Henry’s 

sister Adela. Sensing a weakness among the English, Gwenllian’s son Morgan 

joins with Hywel ap Maredudd, the Lord of Brycheiniog, to fight at the Battle of 

Llwchwr on 1 January, 1136.  Victorious, Prince Gruffydd decides to conference 

with King Gruffydd in _____________ in hopes of joining forces against the 

Normans and driving the invaders out of Wales forever. Hoping to win favour with 

the __________ Council against Matilda, King Stephen sends ___________ _____ 

____________ to Kidwelly for an offensive of his own against Deheubarth.  

Though without her husband, Gwenllian takes up defence of Deheubarth as its co-

sovereign.  Gathering together what forces she can, she rode down from 

____________ only to find that one of her commanders had betrayed her, 

siphoning off all but about one hundred men from her army and driving her to an 

open field in front of the castle where her archers were at a disadvantage.  

Outnumbered, out equipped, and with only a few starving farmers fighting with 

her, Gwenllian and her son Maelgwn were __________ by Norman knights.  In 



direct opposition to the __________ of _____________, neither Maelgwn nor his 

mother were ransomed, but _____________ on the spot.  This blatant disregard for 

the rules of both warfare and civilized society outraged the Welsh, inspiring 

generations of Welsh to take up arms with the battle cry, “__________ for 

Gwenllian.” 
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Crossword Puzzle: Gwenllian's Life and Times 

 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Gwenllian's Legacy 

 

 



Answer Key: Gwenllian ferch Gruffydd 
 

Gwenllian’s Story 

Gwenllian ferch Gruffydd was the most influential Welsh woman most people have never 

heard of.  Born in 1097 in Aberffraw Castle on the island of Ynys Môn, her father Gruffydd ap 

Cynan was the son of Irish Princess Ragnhildr of Dublin and Cynan ap Iago. Her mother 

Angharad came from the ancient royal line of Deheubarth and counted Hywel Dda one of her 

ancestors. 

 

Gwenllian’s life changed dramatically at the age of sixteen when Princess Nest ferch 

Rhys, one of King Henry of England’s many former lovers, petitioned King Gruffydd to grant 

sanctuary to her brothers Gruffydd and Hywel in Aberffraw. Upon arrival of the beleaguered 

princes, Gwenllian found herself quickly falling in love with the charming Gruffydd ap Rhys.  

After two years of courtship Gruffydd ap Cynan granted permission for Gwenllian to marry her 

prince and return with him to his kingdom of Deheubarth with its capital of Dinefwr Castle in 

Carmarthenshire. 

Life in Deheubarth was happy for both Gwenllian and Gruffydd. Over the next twenty 

years, Princess Gwenllian gave her beloved Gruffydd five sons, including (any two of these three 

in bold) Maelgwn, Morgan, Owain, and Rhys ap Gruffydd who would carry on their legacy as 

forefather to Owain ap Maredudd ap Tudur (or Tewdwr), grandfather to King Henry VII of 

England.  In 1030, Gwenllian gave birth to her twins, daughters Nest and Gwladus. 

But life was not all pretty castles and children. Like his father William I the Conqueror 

and brother William Rufus, King Henry of England was determined to finish the conquest of the 

Welsh kingdoms begun by the kings of Wessex and Mercia. Aggressively the English built 

castles, including Chepstow in Monmouthshire in the kingdom of Gwent in the southeast. In 

Deheubarth, King Henry built Kidwelly castle to challenge Gwenllian and Gruffydd directly.  

For twenty years, Gwenllian and Gruffydd defended their lands against the invading 

Anglo-Normans. Using ancient Celtic battle tactics familiar not only to the Silures of Gwent, but 

also the confederation led by Queen Boudicca’s confederation in modern day England in 60-61 

CE, Gwenllian and Gruffydd used the land and weather to attack the superior trained and 

equipped Normans from cover, often using their skills as archers. Not content to allow her 

husband to fight alone, Gwenllian fought beside him, even when heavily pregnant, using her 

skills with the Welsh bow to defend her people. 

In December 1135, King Henry died, setting off The Anarchy, a civil war between 

Henry’s daughter Matilda and Stephen, the son of Henry’s sister Adela. Sensing a weakness 

among the English, Gwenllian’s son Morgan joins with Hywel ap Maredudd, the Lord of 

Brycheiniog, to fight at the Battle of Llwchwr on 1 January, 1136.  Victorious, Prince Gruffydd 

decides to conference with King Gruffydd in Aberffraw in hopes of joining forces against the 

Normans and driving the invaders out of Wales forever. Hoping to win favour with the Witan 

Council against Matilda, King Stephen sends Maurice de Londres to Kidwelly for an offensive 



of his own against Deheubarth.  Though without her husband, Gwenllian takes up defence of 

Deheubarth as its co-sovereign.  Gathering together what forces she can, she rode down from 

Dinefwr only to find that one of her commanders had betrayed her, siphoning off all but about 

one hundred men from her army and driving her to an open field in front of the castle where her 

archers were at a disadvantage.  Outnumbered, out equipped, and with only a few starving 

farmers fighting with her, Gwenllian and her son Maelgwn were captured by Norman knights.  

In direct opposition to the Code of Chivalry, neither Maelgwn nor his mother were ransomed, 

but executed on the spot.  This blatant disregard for the rules of both warfare and civilized 

society outraged the Welsh, inspiring generations of Welsh to take up arms with the battle cry, 

“Revenge for Gwenllian.” 
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Double Puzzle: Indirect Relations 

Nest ferch Rhys 

Hywel ap Rhys 

Rhys ap Tewdwr 

Prince Henry Fitzhenry 

Geoffrey Plantagenet 

Empress Matilda 

Olaf Sihtricson 

 

Secret Message: House Dinefwr Survives 

 

Double Puzzle: Welsh Castles 

Chepstow 

Aberffraw 

Dinefwr 

Beaumaris 

Windsor 

Caernarfon 

Chester 

Pembroke 

 

Secret Message: We shall never forget Gwenllian 



 

 



 

 



Empress Matilda of England 

 



Matilda’s Story 
 

Word Bank 

Note: some words are used more than once 

Wessex  Mercia  Saxon  Kaiserin  Henry  Hadrian  imperatrix 

Northumbria  Norman  Malcolm  Heinrich  daughter  empress  heiress 

Denmark  Pictish  Scotland  Scottish  Salian  Dutch  Stephen 

October  cancer  Jutes  Norway  Kurfürsten  Kurfürstenkollegium 

Margaret  Matilda  Stamford  Germanic  London  Süpplingenburg 

Godfried van Leuven  Adelheid  Anglia  depression  Lothar 

Treaty of Westminster  The Anarchy  Eleanor of Aquitaine  Thomas Becket 

Normandy  Venerable  monasteries  alliance  Netherlands  1114  1120  1133  1153 

White Ship Disaster  Gwenllian  grief  Angevin  childless  Emme   

William Ǣtheling  Deheubarth  clergy  Mainz   David  

 

Born in 1102, Empress Matilda of England never expected to be more than 

_____________ to Kaiser _________ V of the __________ dynasty, as was her 

duty as the second ___________ to King _________ of England. 

As the granddaughter of Saint _________ of ________ and King _________ 

Canmore of ________ on her mother’s side and of William the _________ and 

_________ of Flanders on her father’s side, Empress Matilda bore royal 

_________, _________, and _________ blood, a heritage meant to unify England 

and pacify the English people under __________ rule. 



Creating peace in England was to be no easy task. Ever since the 6
th

 century 

when _________ peoples first invaded and settled in the British Isles, periods of 

peace were few and far between.  Even before the Angles, Saxons, and _________ 

arrived in what became known as England, old rivalries between clans in England 

and the _________ clans north of _____________’s Wall meant frequent warfare.  

To make matters worse, just as the “Anglo-Saxons” were condensing into the three 

major kingdoms of Wessex, _________, and East ________, raiders from Norway 

and ____________ attacked and plundered wealthy cities and especially 

____________ on both sides of the English channel. A 7
th

 century monk from 

Durham in _______________ recorded these invasions. History knows him best as 

the “________________ Bede.” 

Wars between these “Vikings,” the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, and the Picts 

continued into the 11
th
 century.  When King Harold Godwinson fought Duke 

William of Normandy on 16
th
 ___________, 1066, he did so mere days after 

repelling an invasion from Harald Hardrada of __________ at the Battle of 

__________ Bridge. 

It was in this context that Princess Edith Matilda of Scotland gave birth to 

her daughter Matilda. Though her father King Henry ruled his conquered English 

people shrewdly, England was vulnerable to both civil war and to invasion from 

continental Europe. In 1110 King Henry gave Matilda to the German ________, a 



man already 24 years old to Matilda’s tender age of eight, in order to secure the 

safety and security of an _____________.  

Growing up in the Kaiser’s court, Matilda soon learned its language, culture, 

and customs. Almost four years after her move to the Kaiser’s empire, she wed her 

now beloved ___________ on 7
th
 January, ____________ at Saint Martin’s 

Cathedral in _____________. Three years later, the pope made Matilda’s place at 

court official when Archbishop Bourdin crowned her ___________ romanorum or 

____________ of the Romans. 

Now fully recognized as Heinrich’s consort, Matilda set about her duties in 

earnest as Kaiserin, winning over the German princes and especially the 

___________ or “Electors” among the princes and the church leadership who 

ultimately decided who would be the next sovereign Kaiser or Kaiserin. Together, 

Heinrich and Matilda enjoyed a largely happy marriage—except for one matter of 

sadness:  they were __________.  

That all seemed to change in 1118 when Matilda at long last was pregnant 

with a baby girl both Matilda and Heinrich hoped would be chosen to rule after her 

father.  Then tragedy struck:  the baby was born early, too early to breathe on her 

own. She died just minutes after birth, plunging her mother into a deep 



__________. Heinrich and Matilda would never conceive again. Consumed by 

________, their marriage nearly fell apart.  

More death followed.  Two years later, on the 25
th
 November _________, 

King Henry, Matilda’s younger brother __________ ___________, and over a 

dozen of King Henry’s children by his mistresses set sail from ______________ to 

cross the English Channel in a fleet of ships. As a drunken party ensued, the ship 

carrying the prince and heir struck upon a well-known hazard and sank, killing the 

prince in what is known as the __________ __________ __________ because it 

left Matilda the only surviving child of both her parents and therefore the sole 

___________ to the throne of England. 

In May 1125, more tragedy struck when Kaiser Heinrich lost his battle with 

_____________.  He died in ________-speaking Utrecht, Friesland in what is now 

known as the _________________. That summer, the ___________________ met 

to decide who would rule the Empire. Many of the Electors loved and adored 

Matilda and saw her as more than qualified to succeed her late husband on the 

throne, including Dutchman ___________ _________ _________, father to 

Matilda’s step-mother, ___________. Despite a close vote and with pressure 

mounting by King Henry to recall his daughter back to __________, __________ 

von Süpplingenburg was chosen to be the next Kaiser, the first in the 

_______________ dynasty. 



Matilda did not return to England willingly. After nearly 15 years in the 

German court, she barely spoke English (such as it was in the __________ era) and 

was culturally completely German, much to the disdain of the English _________ 

and nobility.  

Still, England needed an heir to the throne. In 1117, King Henry pressured 

the ___________ to name Matilda as the king’s successor. To encourage their 

compliance, he forced Matilda to remarry, this time Geoffrey ___________, the 

count of rival __________ and Maine. It was a political match designed to pacify 

Henry’s enemies. On a personal level, both Matilda and Geoffrey hated each other 

in equal measure.  Despite their June 1117 wedding, Matilda left her husband and 

returned to London after suffering through three years of humiliation as her 

husband sired children by other women, including his daughter ________ who in 

turn married Dafydd ap Owain ap Gruffydd, nephew to Princess __________ ferch 

Gruffydd, co-sovereign of ___________ and princess of Gwynedd. 

Under fierce pressure by her over-bearing father, Matilda returned to Anjou 

to fulfil her royal duties. On 5
th

 March ________ she gave birth to her eldest son 

__________. Second son Geoffrey came fifteen months later.  When King Henry 

of England died on 1
st
 December, 1135 Matilda was already pregnant once more. 

Never forgetting her miscarriage of the Kaiser’s daughter, Matilda hesitated to rush 

to England to assume the throne, unaware that her cousin ________ de Blois, the 



son of her Aunt Adela of _________, had his eye on her throne.  On the 26
th

 of 

December and likely before news of her father’s death reached her, _________ had 

himself crowned king of England. 

Matilda was not content to allow her cousin to rule her England.  Across the 

next twenty years she battled with Stephen for throne, a civil war called ________ 

____________ which enveloped not only England, but Wales and _____________ 

as well with King __________ sending armies to fight on his niece’s behalf. 

The peace was finally negotiated in ________ between Stephen and 

Matilda’s son _________ who in the final years led Matilda’s armies in battle on 

her behalf. Under the ___________ _____ _____________, ________ would 

succeed Stephen on the throne of England. One year later, Stephen was dead and 

_______ was crowned alongside with his wife _________ ____ ____________. 

Though never fully ruling in her own right, Matilda remained active in English 

politics, working with her daughter-in-law to advise the king.  Both forbade the 

king from making ________ _________ the archbishop of Canterbury in a famous 

tale that is another great story.   

Empress Matilda died on the 10
th
 of September, 1167 at the age of 65. 
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Answer Key: Empress Matilda of England 
 

Matilda’s Story 

Born in 1102, Empress Matilda of England never expected to be more than 

Kaiserin to Kaiser Heinrich V of the Salian dynasty, as was her duty as the 

second daughter to King Henry of England. 

As the granddaughter of Saint Margaret of Wessex and King Malcolm 

Canmore of Scotland on her mother’s side and of William the Conqueror and 

Matilda of Flanders on her father’s side, Empress Matilda bore royal Saxon, 

Scottish, and Norman blood, a heritage meant to unify England and pacify the 

English people under Norman rule. 

Creating peace in England was to be no easy task. Ever since the 6
th

 century 

when Germanic peoples first invaded and settled in the British Isles, periods of 

peace were few and far between.  Even before the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes 

arrived in what became known as England, old rivalries between clans in England 

and the Pictish clans north of Hadrian’s Wall meant frequent warfare.  To make 

matters worse, just as the “Anglo-Saxons” were condensing into the three major 

kingdoms of Wessex, Mercia, and East Anglia, raiders from Norway and 

Denmark attacked and plundered wealthy cities and especially monasteries on 

both sides of the English Channel. A 7
th

 century monk from Durham in 

Northumbra recorded these invasions. History knows him best as the “Venerable 

Bede.” 

Wars between these “Vikings,” the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms, and the Picts 

continued into the 11
th
 century.  When King Harold Godwinson fought Duke 

William of Normandy on 16
th
 October, 1066, he did so mere days after repelling 

an invasion from Harald Hardrada of Norway at the Battle of Stamford Bridge. 

It was in this context that Princess Edith Matilda of Scotland gave birth to 

her daughter Matilda. Though her father King Henry ruled his conquered English 

people shrewdly, England was vulnerable to both civil war and to invasion from 

continental Europe. In 1110 King Henry gave Matilda to the German Kaiser, a 

man already 24 years old to Matilda’s tender age of eight, in order to secure the 

safety and security of an alliance.  

Growing up in the Kaiser’s court, Matilda soon learned its language, culture, 

and customs. Almost four years after her move to the Kaiser’s empire, she wed her 

now beloved Heinrich on 7
th

 January, 1114 at Saint Martin’s Cathedral in Mainz. 



Three years later, the pope made Matilda’s place at court official when Archbishop 

Bourdin crowned her imperatrix romanorum or Empress of the Romans. 

Now fully recognized as Heinrich’s consort, Matilda set about her duties in 

earnest as Kaiserin, winning over the German princes and especially the 

Kurfürsten or “Electors” among the princes and the church leadership who 

ultimately decided who would be the next sovereign Kaiser or Kaiserin. Together, 

Heinrich and Matilda enjoyed a largely happy marriage—except for one matter of 

sadness:  they were childless.  

That all seemed to change in 1118 when Matilda at long last was pregnant 

with a baby girl both Matilda and Heinrich hoped would be chosen to rule after her 

father.  Then tragedy struck:  the baby was born early, too early to breathe on her 

own. She died just minutes after birth, plunging her mother into a deep depression. 

Heinrich and Matilda would never conceive again. Consumed by grief, their 

marriage nearly fell apart.  

More death followed.  Two years later, on the 25
th
 November 1120, King 

Henry, younger brother William Ǣtheling, and over a dozen of King Henry’s 

children by his mistresses set sail from Normandy to cross the English Channel. 

As a drunken party ensued, the ship carrying the prince and heir struck upon a 

well-known hazard and sank, killing the prince in what is known as the White 

Ship Disaster because it left Matilda the only surviving child of both her parents 

and therefore the sole heiress to the throne of England. 

In May 1125, more tragedy struck when Kaiser Heinrich lost his battle with 

cancer.  He died in Dutch-speaking Utrecht, Friesland in what is now known as 

the Netherlands. That summer, the Kurfürstenkollegium met to decide who 

would rule the Empire. Many of the Electors loved and adored Matilda and saw her 

as more than qualified to succeed her late husband on the throne, including 

Dutchman Godfried van Leuven, father to Matilda’s step-mother, Adelheid.  

Despite a close vote and with pressure mounting by King Henry to recall his 

daughter back to London, Lothar von Süpplingenburg was chosen to be the next 

Kaiser, the first in the Süpplingenburg dynasty. 

Matilda did not return to England willingly. After nearly 15 years in the 

German court, she barely spoke English (such as it was in the Angevin era) and 

was culturally completely German, much to the disdain of the English clergy and 

nobility.  

Still, England needed an heir to the throne. In 1117, King Henry pressured 

the Witan to name Matilda as the king’s successor. To encourage their 

compliance, he forced Matilda to remarry, this time Geoffrey Plantagenet, the 



count of rival Anjou and Maine. It was a political match designed to pacify 

Henry’s enemies. On a personal level, both Matilda and Geoffrey hated each other 

in equal measure.  Despite their June 1117 wedding, Matilda left her husband and 

returned to London after suffering through three years of humiliation as her 

husband sired children by other women, including his daughter Emme who in turn 

married Dafydd ap Owain ap Gruffydd, nephew to Princess Gwenllian ferch 

Gruffydd, co-sovereign of Deheubarth and princess of Gwynedd. 

Under fierce pressure by her over-bearing father, Matilda returned to Anjou 

to fulfil her royal duties. On 5
th

 March 1133 she gave birth to her eldest son 

Henry. Second son Geoffrey came fifteen months later.  When King Henry of 

England died on 1
st
 December, 1135 Matilda was already pregnant once more. 

Never forgetting her miscarriage of the Kaiser’s daughter, Matilda hesitated to rush 

to England to assume the throne, unaware that her cousin Stephen de Blois, the 

son of her Aunt Adela of Normandy, had his eye on her throne.  On the 26
th

 of 

December and likely before news of her father’s death reached her, Stephen had 

himself crowned king of England. 

Matilda was not content to allow her cousin to rule her England.  Across the 

next twenty years she battled with Stephen for throne, a civil war called The 

Anarchy which enveloped not only England, but Wales and Scotland as well with 

King David sending armies to fight on his niece’s behalf. 

The peace was finally negotiated in 1153 between Stephen and Matilda’s 

son Henry who in the final years led Matilda’s armies in battle on her behalf. 

Under the Treaty of Westminster, Henry would succeed Stephen on the throne of 

England. One year later, Stephen was dead and Henry was crowned alongside 

with his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine. Though never fully ruling in her own right, 

Matilda remained active in English politics, working with her daughter-in-law to 

advise the king.  Both forbade the king from making Thomas Becket the 

archbishop of Canterbury in a famous tale that is another great story.   

Empress Matilda died on the 10
th
 of September, 1167 at the age of 65. 
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Double Puzzle: Kings and Queens 

Henry of England 

Henry II 

William the Conqueror 

Harold Godwinson 



Heinrich V 

Stephen de Blois 

William Rufus 

Imperatrix Matilda 

David of Scotland 

Eleanor of Aquitaine 

Edith Matilda of Scotland 

St Margaret of Wessex 

Secret Message: Never to Rule England in Her Own Right 

 

Double Puzzle: Extended Family 

Henry Fitzhenry 

Adelheid van Leuven 

Dafydd ap Owain ap Gruffydd 

King David of Scotland 

St Margaret of Wessex 

Edward the Exile 

Baron William Fitzgerald 

Graf Godfried 

Adela of Normandy 

Robert Fitzroy 

Secret Message: The first heiress to the English Throne 
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Hypatia of Alexandria 



Hypatia’s Story 
 

Word Bank 

Note: some words may be used more than once 

religious  slaves  mathematician  natural philosophy  inventor  Hypatia 

Synesis  Orestes  Constantine  Serapeum  agora  Roman Empire  Paul 

Athens  Greek  Hebrew Alexandria  praefectus Aegypti  Neo-Platonist   

apprentice  science  bishop  geometry  corresponded  freedom  husband   

Serapis  logic  wealthy  divorce  astronomy  arithmetic  librarian 

Great Library  diocese  scientist  355  331 ordination  Cyril 

Septuagint  observations  chastity  sex  churches  Christian  pagan 

Alexandrian  Theophilus  kidnapped  exiled  power  altar  Ptolemais 

Ides of March  warfare   Olympic  Jesus Christ 

rabbis  bonfires  Caesareum  Egyptians  Patriarch   

 

Born in _______ CE in the aftermath of Roman Emperor ______________'s 

reign, Hypatia of ________________ lived in a collapsing ___________ 

___________, a world where obedience to _________ authorities trumped 

__________, and where reason and _______ threatened the new world order. It 

was a world on the edge of the Dark Ages, a world deciding the question of science 

verses religion, __________ verses orthodoxy, tolerance verses hate. 

Fortunately for Hypatia, her father was renown _______________ Theon of 

Alexandria. Theon taught students from across the Roman Empire in both science 



and mathematics. When Hypatia grew old enough, he augmented the lessons her 

tutors gave her in reading and writing both _________ and Latin with his own. He 

built upon the lessons given to her by her tutors in _____________ to include not 

only ____________ and trigonometry, but both observational and theoretical 

physics and _______________.  

So great was Hypatia’s talent for “_________ ______________” (as science 

was called back then) that instead of seeking and finding a ___________ for 

Hypatia, Theon made Hypatia his ____________ and protégé and put her to work 

at the ____________ where he worked as head ___________. When she was a 

teenager, Theon send her to __________ to continue her education. Though it was 

rare for young women to be given such an advanced education, Theon was allowed 

because as her father he legally had absolute control over her person. It also likely 

helped that he was sufficiently ____________ to provide her with the best 

education in the world as evidenced by the many servants and __________ 

maintained in his household. 

Fame followed Hypatia from Athens back to Alexandria. In short time, she 

was back at the Serapeum and taking students of her very own and teaching natural 

philosophy from the ______________point of view.  Most famous of these were 

__________ of Cyrene who became _________ of Ptolemais in 409 CE and 



____________, an ambitious Roman who became Prefect of Egypt (___________ 

___________) in the year 415. 

Though Synesius of Cyrene studied with Hypatia for only five years, he 

_______________ with her regularly, continuing his studies and working part time 

as a ____________ in his own right. He was an _________ of sorts interested in 

creating better instruments for gathering scientific data. Married and with three 

sons, he was also a rising star in his _____________. When offered the diocese of 

___________, he refused to ____________ his wife and distance himself from his 

family. He accepted ____________ as a married man and did not renounce his 

wife’s bed with the vow of __________ as required by the Church. So great was 

his love for his family, that when they died, he died too a few months later in 413 

CE. 

Meanwhile in Alexandria, Hypatia continued to make astronomical 

_____________ at night and teach during the day.  Hypatia was especially unusual 

because she would teach anyone who wanted to learn—regardless of wealth, class, 

ethnicity, religion, or _____. Though her formal classroom was at the Serapeum 

(the Temple of ____________), she would regularly go to the ________ 

(marketplace) and answer any questions offered to her.   



As much as these lessons annoyed the _________ authorities around her, it 

was Hypatia’s early and close relationship with Alexandria’s Jewish community 

that ultimately led to her downfall and death. 

The connection between Hypatia and _____________ Jews most likely 

started in childhood. From the first years of the city’s establishment in _______ 

BCE, Alexandria was home to one of the largest Jewish communities in the world. 

It was here, in Alexandria that the __________ Bible was first translated into 

_______, an edition called the _____________first published in 132 BCE.  Jewish 

scholars held great prestige in Alexandria’s intellectual community into which 

Hypatia was born and raised. Jewish friends and colleagues were inevitable for her. 

For the first thirty years of her life, this was never an issue.  It was business as 

usual for Alexandria. 

That all changed in 385 CE when ___________ became ___________ of 

Alexandria and the spiritual leader of Alexandrine Christians. Like many Romans, 

Theophilus was ambitious. He coveted ________ and wanted Alexandria to be 

under his complete control. He resented the secular Roman government which 

allowed people to worship as they pleased and gave no preference to Christians 

over Greeks, Jews, and _____________.  Guided by the Epistles of Saint _______, 

he believed secular learning to be in direct opposition to the teachings of 



_________ _________ and worked tirelessly against both Greeks and Jews, each 

of whom had their own, distinctly different set of teachings and philosophies.  

In 391 CE, Theophilus’ efforts were rewarded when he successfully 

motivated a mob of Christians to storm both the __________ and Temple of 

___________, burning them to the ground.  Every book was burned in massive and 

jubilant _________ except for those few scrolls Hypatia, her students, and the 

_________ could smuggle out and save from the pyre.  When the embers cooled, 

Theophilus ordered Christian __________ built upon ruins.  

The Roman government’s response was to support Theophilus. Following 

precedents coming from Rome banning all __________ rites and festivals across 

the Empire, including at the __________ games, the Roman governor allowed 

Theophilus’ followers to smash and dismantle every pagan _________, religious 

site, and religious object they could find. This, in turn, emboldened Theophilus and 

his followers. Destroying all the books was not enough.  He wanted every Jew in 

______________ either converted or killed. 

As expected, the Jews did not simply comply with Christian demands, but 

met Christian violence with attacks of their own. Street _________ ensued 

between Christians and Jews with both the Greeks and Romans caught in the 

middle. 



_____________, though forced to convert to Christianity to remain in 

government service, used his new-found power as ____________ ____________ 

to minimise the violence. Ever respectful of ___________, he followed her advice 

and counsel in how to best keep the city functional with minimal loss of life. When 

Theophilus died in 412 CE his nephew and successor __________ recognized 

Hypatia’s role in protecting the Jewish community. Though he applied pressure 

upon Orestes to denounce Hypatia, the devoted and ever loyal former student 

refused.  

Without the help of the Roman government, Cyril recognized there was only 

way to fully Christianize Alexandria and purge it of both its Greco-Egyptian 

pagans and its Jews:  Hypatia and Orestes both had to die. 

On the _______ ____ __________ 415, Cyril’s Christian zealots 

___________ Hypatia, dragging her out of her carriage and brutally murdering her 

before dismembering her body and burning it.  Several months later, Orestes 

disappeared under mysterious circumstances, his body never found.  Alexandria 

was, at long last, a Christian city! 

The murder of first Hypatia, then Orestes had a chilling effect on intellectual 

life in Alexandria. With its ________ ___________ fully destroyed and its leaders 

slaughtered or __________ to avoid violence, scholars stopped traveling there and 



stopped teaching there.  The Alexandrian economy collapsed along with the 

Western Roman Empire. The city would never be the same again. 

 

 



 

Word Match: Late Roman Empire Cities 

 

Match these cities to their location in the Roman Empire. 

 

 



Word Search: Late Roman Empire Politicians 
 

 



Word Search: Alexandria & Its Factions 
 

 



Word Search: Geography 

 

 



Double Puzzle: Theogony 
Unscramble these names of Greek gods and goddesses from Hesiod’s “Theogony” to reveal the 

Greek view of womanhood. 

 

 



Double Puzzle: Early Church Christians 
Unscramble the names of these Christians from the early years of the Church. Hint: some 

converted as adults. 

 



Double Puzzle: Scientists and Astronomers 
Unscramble these names of scientists and astronomers from across world history who lived 

between 2000 BCE and 1700 CE. 

 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Famous Scientists 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Constellations 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Hypatia’s Life and Times 

 



 



Answer Key 
 

Hypatia’s Story 

 

Born in 355 CE in the aftermath of Roman Emperor Constantine's reign, 

Hypatia of Alexandria lived in a collapsing Roman Empire, a world where 

obedience to religious authorities trumped science, and where reason and logic 

threatened the new world order. It was a world on the edge of the Dark Ages, a 

world deciding the question of science verses religion, freedom verses orthodoxy, 

tolerance verses hate. 

Fortunately for Hypatia, her father was renown mathematician Theon of 

Alexandria. Theon taught students from across the Roman Empire in both science 

and mathematics. When Hypatia grew old enough, he augmented the lessons her 

tutors gave her in reading and writing both Greek and Latin with his own. He built 

upon the lessons given to her by her tutors in arithmetic to include not only 

geometry and trigonometry, but both observational and theoretical physics and 

astronomy.  

So great was Hypatia’s talent for “natural philosophy” (as science was 

called back then) that instead of seeking and finding a husband for Hypatia, Theon 

made Hypatia his apprentice and protégé and put her to work at the Serapeum 



where he worked as head librarian. When she was a teenager, Theon send her to 

Athens to continue her education. Though it was rare for young women to be 

given such an advanced education, Theon was allowed because as her father he 

legally had absolute control over her person. It also likely helped that he was 

sufficiently wealthy to provide her with the best education in the world as 

evidenced by the many servants and slaves maintained in his household. 

Fame followed Hypatia from Athens back to Alexandria. In short time, she 

was back at the Serapeum and taking students of her very own and teaching natural 

philosophy from the Neo-Platonist point of view.  Most famous of these were 

Synesis of Cyrene who became Bishop of Ptolemais in 409 CE and Orestes, an 

ambitious Roman who became Prefect of Egypt (praefectus Aegypti) in the year 

415. 

Though Synesius of Cyrene studied with Hypatia for only five years, he 

corresponded with her regularly, continuing his studies and working part time as a 

scientist in his own right. He was an inventor of sorts interested in creating better 

instruments for gathering scientific data. Married and with three sons, he was also 

a rising star in his diocese. When offered the diocese of Ptolemais, he refused to 

divorce his wife and distance himself from his family. He accepted ordination as 

a married man and did not renounce his wife’s bed with the vow of chastity as 



required by the Church. So great was his love for his family, that when they died, 

he died too a few months later in 413 CE. 

Meanwhile in Alexandria, Hypatia continued to make astronomical 

observations at night and teach during the day.  Hypatia was especially unusual 

because she would teach anyone who wanted to learn—regardless of wealth, class, 

ethnicity, religion, or sex. Though her formal classroom was at the Serapeum (the 

Temple of Serapis), she would regularly go to the agora (marketplace) and answer 

any questions offered to her.   

As much as these lessons annoyed the Christian authorities around her, it 

was Hypatia’s early and close relationship with Alexandria’s Jewish community 

that ultimately led to her downfall and death. 

The connection between Hypatia and Alexandrian Jews most likely started 

in childhood. From the first years of the city’s establishment in 331 BCE, 

Alexandria was home to one of the largest Jewish communities in the world. It was 

here, in Alexandria that the Hebrew Bible was first translated into Greek, an 

edition called the Septuagint first published in 132 BCE.  Jewish scholars held 

great prestige in Alexandria’s intellectual community into which Hypatia was born 

and raised. Jewish friends and colleagues were inevitable for her. For the first 



thirty years of her life, this was never an issue.  It was business as usual for 

Alexandria. 

That all changed in 385 CE when Theophilus became Patriarch of 

Alexandria and the spiritual leader of Alexandrine Christians. Like many Romans, 

Theophilus was ambitious. He coveted power and wanted Alexandria to be under 

his complete control. He resented the secular Roman government which allowed 

people to worship as they pleased and gave no preference to Christians over 

Greeks, Jews, and Egyptians.  Guided by the Epistles of Saint Paul, he believed 

secular learning to be in direct opposition to the teachings of Jesus Christ and 

worked tirelessly against both Greeks and Jews, each of whom had their own, 

distinctly different set of teachings and philosophies.  

In 391 CE, Theophilus’ efforts were rewarded when he successfully 

motivated a mob of Christians to storm both the Caesareum and Temple of 

Serapis, burning them to the ground.  Every book was burned in massive and 

jubilant bonfires except for those few scrolls Hypatia, her students, and the rabbis 

could smuggle out and save from the pyre.  When the embers cooled, Theophilus 

ordered Christian churches built upon ruins.  

The Roman government’s response was to support Theophilus. Following 

precedents coming from Rome banning all pagan rites and festivals across the 



Empire, including at the Olympic games, the Roman governor allowed 

Theophilus’ followers to smash and dismantle every pagan altar, religious site, 

and religious object they could find. This, in turn, emboldened Theophilus and his 

followers. Destroying all the books was not enough.  He wanted every Jew in 

Alexandria either converted or killed. 

As expected, the Jews did not simply comply with Christian demands, but 

met Christian violence with attacks of their own. Street warfare ensued between 

Christians and Jews with both the Greeks and Romans caught in the middle. 

Orestes, though forced to convert to Christianity to remain in government 

service, used his new-found power as praefectus Aegypti to minimise the 

violence. Ever respectful of Hypatia, he followed her advice and counsel in how to 

best keep the city functional with minimal loss of life. When Theophilus died in 

412 CE his nephew and successor Cyril recognized Hypatia’s role in protecting 

the Jewish community. Though he applied pressure upon Orestes to denounce 

Hypatia, the devoted and ever loyal former student refused.  

Without the help of the Roman government, Cyril recognized there was only 

way to fully Christianize Alexandria and purge it of both its Greco-Egyptian 

pagans and its Jews:  Hypatia and Orestes both had to die. 



On the Ides of March 415, Cyril’s Christian zealots kidnapped Hypatia, 

dragging her out of her carriage and brutally murdering her before dismembering 

her body and burning it.  Several months later, Orestes disappeared under 

mysterious circumstances, his body never found.  Alexandria was, at long last, a 

Christian city! 

The murder of first Hypatia, then Orestes had a chilling effect on intellectual 

life in Alexandria. With its Great Library fully destroyed and its leaders 

slaughtered or exiled to avoid violence, scholars stopped traveling there and 

stopped teaching there.  The Alexandrian economy collapsed along with the 

Western Roman Empire. The city would never be the same again. 

 



Word Match: Late Roman Empire Cities 

 

 



Word Search: Late Roman Empire Politicians 

 

 



Word Search:  

 

 



Word Search: Geography 

 

 

Double Puzzle: Theogony 

Pandora 

Prometheus 

Zeus 

Hephaistos 

Pallas Athena 



Kronos 

Athena 

Iapetos 

 

Secret Message: Zeus made women as a curse against men 

 

Double Puzzle: Early Church Christians 

Apostle Paul  

Saint Justin  

Synesius of Cyrene 

Emperor Theodosius I  

Patriarch Theophilus  

Orestes 

Atticus of Constantinople 

Patriarch Cyril  

 

Secret Message: Christian zealots murder Hypatia of Alexandria 

 

Double Puzzle: Scientists and Astronomers 

Epicurus 

Chinese astronomer Shi Shen  

Aristarchus 

Hipparchus of Nicaea 

Pharaoh Cleopatra VII 

Lucretius  

Theon of Alexandria 

Synesius of Cyrene 

Hypatia of Alexandria 



The Venerable Bede 

Nicolaus Copernicus  

Hildegard von Bingen 

Johann Kepler  

Leonardo DaVinci 

Isaac Newton 

Secret Message: Murder of the greatest scientist of the classical world. 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Famous Scientists 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Famous Scientists 

 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Hypatia’s Life and Times 

 



Cleopatra VII: Egypt’s Last Pharaoh 



Cleopatra’s Story 
 

Word Bank 

Note: some words are used more than once 

Memphis  Greek  Cleopatra  Serapis  Pompey  custom 

Thebes  Cornelia  Egyptian  riots  Roman Republic   

Great Library  Hollywood  Assyrians  Octavian Caesar   

Assyrian  Ptolemy Soter  pharaoh  Judea  Hasmonaean  

69  Ptolemy  Ptolemaic  governor  civil wars  Triumphs 

African  tomb  victory  suicide  Actium   Antonia   

Selene  wedded bliss  noble  Alexander   

Auletes  Caesarion  bribe  charm  forum  Nile  affair 

Octavia  Gaius Julius Caesar  talents  education  Venus   

Theatre of Pompey  Shakespeare  senate  alliance   

Ides of March  villa  legends  Alexandria  Cydnus   

Republic  daughter  executed  Egypt 

Greece  married  divorced  exotic  convenience 

Mediterranean  Antioch  Tarsus  Octavian 

Marc Antony  Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus  money 



 

Cleopatra is one of the best-known rulers in Egyptian history. Born a 

___________ and likely with little to no __________ blood at all, she nonetheless 

made such an impact on her world that more than two-thousand years after her 

death, we still talk about her today. 

Much of what most people think they know about Cleopatra comes from 

______________ which in turn based its ideas about Cleopatra on what Gaius 

Julius Caesar Octavianus, also known as __________ ___________ or simply 

Caesar Augustus, had to say about her.   

Cleopatra VII Thea Philopator was born in ____ BCE to King Ptolemy XII 

and his sister Queen ____________ V Tryphaena, the same year Gaius Julius 

Caesar’s first wife _____________ died, and a full fourteen years before her 

brother ____________ XIII’s birth. She was the last of the Greek ____________ 

Dynasty established in Egypt by Alexander the Great to rule in her own right and 

the only Greek ruler of Egypt to speak the native ___________ language. 

In the first century BCE, Egypt was weak and an easy target for conquest. 

Unlike other conquerors like the _____________, the Greeks refused to rule Egypt 

from either ____________ (the capital of lower Egypt) or __________ (the capital 

of upper Egypt until the ___________ invasion in 676 BCE). Instead, Alexander 

the Great designed the city of Alexandria to be his capital in Egypt with half-



brother __________ ________ in charge of overseeing the building and, in time, 

making him _________ of Egypt. Upon Alexander’s death, Ptolemy declared 

himself ____________, ruling exclusively from Alexandria. Despite creating the 

____________ ____________ of Alexandria and merging _______ and Egyptian 

religious pantheons through the god __________, Ptolemy and his descendants 

remained hated by the Egyptian people. _________ were frequent in Alexandria.  

To make an already unstable situation worse, the Ptolemies were frequently 

at odds with each other. ___________ _________ between siblings were common. 

Pharaoh Ptolemy X made this worse by invading Cyprus, __________, and 

involving himself in the ______________ wars for control over Judea and its 

neighbours, efforts that further weakened Ptolemaic control over Egypt.  Shortly 

before his death in 88 BCE, Ptolemy X bequeathed his kingdom to the 

___________ _______________. 

It was a tactical mistake. Though Ptolemy IX prevailed over his son Ptolemy 

X in their civil war, Rome now held a claim over Egypt just as a young Gaius 

Julius Caesar was rising up in Rome, facing personal and political perils that would 

drive him into military service and into his infamous conquests. Factions formed. 

Ptolemy XII ___________ aligned himself with General __________ the Great, 

Caesar’s mentor and patron at the time. 



For ten years, the alliance between Ptolemy XII and the ambitious 

____________ seemed to work. As Pompey annexed or conquered first Syria, then 

Judea, Egypt itself remained free—as long as the pharaoh paid Pompey and his 

protégé, ____________ __________ __________ the promised 6000 ________ of 

gold, a ________ that also helped Ptolemy defeat his daughter Bernice in yet 

another civil war.  

In 51 BCE Ptolemy XII died, leaving the throne to Cleopatra VII and 

younger brother Ptolemy XIII.  Under the terms of their father’s will, Cleopatra 

and Ptolemy were to marry and rule jointly in accordance with Egyptian 

_________. Ptolemy XIII, under the influence of three very powerful Egyptian 

officials who hated ____________, decided he deserve to rule independently of his 

older and much wiser sister.  

Unfortunately for both Ptolemy XIII and for Pompey, the civil war in Egypt 

raged just as ________ _______ _________ gained the upper hand over the old 

Roman general. When in defeat Pompey fled to Alexandria, he found a divided 

country and in Ptolemy XIII an ally only too willing to betray him in exchange for 

Caesar’s favour.  Ptolemy XIII had Pompey executed only to discover that 

Cleopatra’s combination of intellect, ________, and advanced __________ had 

already convinced Caesar that she was the better choice for the Egyptian throne. In 



47 BCE Ptolemy XIII faced the Roman conqueror at the Battle of the ________ 

and lost, the Nile claiming his body after he drowned. 

Cleopatra was now fully sovereign in her own right—and Caesar’s willing 

lover.  After several romantic months together, Caesar returned to Rome to hold all 

four of his _____________ at once, leaving behind his beloved Cleopatra and their 

new born child, a boy she named Ptolemy Caesar and nicknamed _____________.  

The following year, Cleopatra brought her son to Rome to visit his father. 

Not worried about what his enemies in the _______ thought, Caesar brazenly 

provided a comfortable _______ for them at which he visited them frequently, 

flaunting his ________ with the beautiful queen. If this was not humiliation 

enough for Caesar’s wife Calpurnia, he erected a status of Cleopatra in the Temple 

of _________.  

After more than a year and a half of this brash disregard for Roman family 

values, __________ _________ _______’s enemies had had enough. They 

murdered him at the __________ ____ __________ (not the _______ as described 

in the play written by ______________) on the _________ _____ ________ 

(March 15
th
), 44 BCE. Realizing the Roman people hated her, Cleopatra and 

Caesarion attended Caesar’s funeral before heading home to Alexandria. 



With no legitimate children to outlive him, Gaius Julius Caesar named his 

great nephew ____________ his heir, renaming him ___________ ____________ 

____________ ____________ officially.  

Almost immediately, conflicts broke out between Caesar’s friend 

__________ _____________ and Caesar’s heir in Octavian. What started as a 

disagreement about money quickly spilled into another expensive civil war.  

Within three years time, Marc Antony found himself desperate for ________ and 

needing a rich patron to finance his war with Octavian. As the _____________’s 

richest woman, Cleopatra knew Antony needed her wealth if he hoped to defeat 

Octavian. 

Antony’s plea for her help came in the spring of 41 BCE. Gliding up the 

____________ River in _____________ in her gilded royal barge, Cleopatra 

brazenly displayed her wealth and power for all to see. Asserting herself further, 

she refused to disembark from her barge and demanded that ________ 

__________ pay his respects to her there instead of a neutral location within 

Tarsus itself. 

A love affair of ___________ ensued, Antony and Cleopatra each using the 

other for her or his own needs. After a few months, Antony returned to Rome to 

marry Octavian’s sister __________, unaware that Cleopatra was pregnant.  



Cleopatra gave birth to their twins _________ Helios and Cleopatra _________ 

mere weeks before Octavia gave birth to their daughter ________ the Elder. 

Staying in Rome for another two years, Antony tried his best at “_________ 

___________ ” with the kind and _________ Octavia in the settled, peaceful life 

Octavian Caesar offered him. A normal man would have felt grateful and happy, 

but for Antony, it was a cage. He needed the _______ delights of the Eastern 

Empire, including Cleopatra’s bed. Not waiting for the pregnant Octavia to give 

birth to their second daughter, Antony summoned Cleopatra and their twins to 

___________ for a grand ceremony at which he formally and legally recognized 

the twins.  Another set of twins by Cleopatra soon followed only a few months 

after Octavia gave birth to their second daughter __________ the Younger.  

For five years Antony held on, legally _________ to both Octavia in Rome 

and Cleopatra in Egypt before finally divorcing Octavia. When at last the 

___________ finalized, brother Octavian’s response was swift and violent. He sent 

his fleet to ___________ to fight and ultimately defeat Marc Antony at the Battle 

of ________ before chasing him back to ________. This time Antony won the day 

at the Battle of ______________ on July 31
st
, 40 BCE. 

It was an empty ________.  Knowing that Octavian still had the upper hand 

and unwilling to be made a toy for Octavian’s benefit before being executed as 



traitors to the ___________, Marc Antony and Cleopatra committed 

____________ together two weeks later in their secret _______. Octavian seized 

their financial assets and ___________ both Marc Antony’s first-born son by his 

wife Fulvia and Cleopatra’s son by Gaius Julius Caesar. The children Antony 

fathered by Cleopatra, however, he sent back to Rome where _________ raised 

them as her own.  Nothing is known of Cleopatra’s two sons by Antony, but the 

__________ survived and married a north ___________ king, perhaps having 

children whose descendants might yet still survive to this day. 

The relationship between Marc Antony and Cleopatra VII was not the love 

match we have all heard about. It was more political __________ and a mutual 

using of the other. Yet still do we remember their names: Julius Caesar, Marc 

Antony, Cleopatra. They have become _________ as brilliant as the stars in the 

heavens, ever immortal in our memories for all time. 

 

 



 

Word Match: Ancient Cities 

 

Match these ancient cities to their location. 
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Double Puzzle: The Last Pharaoh 
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Crossword Puzzle: Gaius Julius Caesar’s Enemies 

 



Crossword Puzzle: Cleopatra’s Life and Times 
 

 



Answer Key 
 

Cleopatra’s Story 

Cleopatra is one of the best-known rulers in Egyptian history. Born a Greek 

and likely with little to no Egyptian blood at all, she nonetheless made such an 

impact on her world that more than two-thousand years after her death, we still talk 

about her today. 

Much of what most people think they know about Cleopatra comes from 

Hollywood which in turn based its ideas about Cleopatra on what Gaius Julius 

Caesar Octavianus, also known as Octavian Caesar or simply Caesar Augustus, 

had to say about her.   

Cleopatra VII Thea Philopator was born in 69 BCE to King Ptolemy XII and 

his sister Queen Cleopatra V Tryphaena, the same year Gaius Julius Caesar’s first 

wife Cornelia died, and a full fourteen years before her brother Ptolemy XIII’s 

birth. She was the last of the Greek Ptolemaic Dynasty established in Egypt by 

Alexander the Great to rule in her own right and the only Greek ruler of Egypt to 

speak the native Egyptian language. 

In the first century BCE, Egypt was weak and an easy target for conquest. 

Unlike other conquerors like the Assyrians, the Greeks refused to rule Egypt from 

either Memphis (the capital of lower Egypt) or Thebes (the capital of upper Egypt 



until the Assyrian invasion in 676 BCE). Instead, Alexander the Great designed 

the city of Alexandria to be his capital in Egypt with half-brother Ptolemy Soter in 

charge of overseeing the building and, in time, making him governor of Egypt. 

Upon Alexander’s death, Ptolemy declared himself pharaoh, ruling exclusively 

from Alexandria. Despite creating the Great Library of Alexandria and merging 

Greek and Egyptian religious pantheons through the god Serapis, Ptolemy and his 

descendants remained hated by the Egyptian people. Riots were frequent in 

Alexandria.  

To make an already unstable situation worse, the Ptolemies were frequently 

at odds with each other. Civil wars between siblings were common. Pharaoh 

Ptolemy X made this worse by invading Cyprus, Judea, and involving himself in 

the Hasmonaean wars for control over Judea and its neighbours, efforts that 

further weakened Ptolemaic control over Egypt.  Shortly before his death in 88 

BCE, Ptolemy X bequeathed his kingdom to the Roman Republic. 

It was a tactical mistake. Though Ptolemy IX prevailed over his son Ptolemy 

X in their civil war, Rome now held a claim over Egypt just as a young Gaius 

Julius Caesar was rising up in Rome, facing personal and political perils that would 

drive him into military service and into his infamous conquests. Factions formed. 

Ptolemy XII Auletes aligned himself with General Pompey the Great, Caesar’s 

mentor and patron at the time. 



For ten years, the alliance between Ptolemy XII and the ambitious Pompey 

seemed to work. As Pompey annexed or conquered first Syria, then Judea, Egypt 

itself remained free—as long as the pharaoh paid Pompey and his protégé, Gaius 

Julius Caesar the promised 6000 talents of gold, a bribe that also helped Ptolemy 

defeat his daughter Bernice in yet another civil war.  

In 51 BCE Ptolemy XII died, leaving the throne to Cleopatra VII and 

younger brother Ptolemy XIII.  Under the terms of their father’s will, Cleopatra 

and Ptolemy were to marry and rule jointly in accordance with Egyptian custom. 

Ptolemy XIII, under the influence of three very powerful Egyptian officials who 

hated Cleopatra, decided he deserve to rule independently of his older and much 

wiser sister.  

Unfortunately for both Ptolemy XIII and for Pompey, the civil war in Egypt 

raged just as Gaius Julius Caesar gained the upper hand over the old Roman 

general. When in defeat Pompey fled to Alexandria, he found a divided country 

and in Ptolemy XIII an ally only too willing to betray him in exchange for Caesar’s 

favour.  Ptolemy XIII had Pompey executed only to discover that Cleopatra’s 

combination of intellect, charm, and advanced education had already convinced 

Caesar that she was the better choice for the Egyptian throne. In 47 BCE Ptolemy 

XIII faced the Roman conqueror at the Battle of the Nile and lost, the Nile 

claiming his body after he drowned. 



Cleopatra was now fully sovereign in her own right—and Caesar’s willing 

lover.  After several romantic months together, Caesar returned to Rome to hold all 

four of his Triumphs at once, leaving behind his beloved Cleopatra and their new 

born child, a boy she named Ptolemy Caesar and nicknamed Caesarion.  

The following year, Cleopatra brought her son to Rome to visit his father. 

Not worried about what his enemies in the senate thought, Caesar brazenly 

provided a comfortable villa for them at which he visited them frequently, 

flaunting his affair with the beautiful queen. If this was not humiliation enough for 

Caesar’s wife Calpurnia, he erected a status of Cleopatra in the Temple of Venus.  

After more than a year and a half of this brash disregard for Roman family 

values, Gaius Julius Caesar’s enemies had had enough. They murdered him at the 

Theatre of Pompey (not the forum as described in the play written by 

Shakespeare) on the Ides of March (March 15
th
), 44 BCE. Realizing the Roman 

people hated her, Cleopatra and Caesarion attended Caesar’s funeral before 

heading home to Alexandria. 

With no legitimate children to outlive him, Gaius Julius Caesar named his 

great nephew Octavian his heir, renaming him Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus 

officially.  



Almost immediately, conflicts broke out between Caesar’s friend Marc 

Antony and Caesar’s heir in Octavian. What started as a disagreement about 

money quickly spilled into another expensive civil war.  Within three years time, 

Marc Antony found himself desperate for money and needing a rich patron to 

finance his war with Octavian. As the Mediterranean’s richest woman, Cleopatra 

knew Antony needed her wealth if he hoped to defeat Octavian. 

Antony’s plea for her help came in the spring of 41 BCE. Gliding up the 

Cydnus River in Tarsus in her gilded royal barge, Cleopatra brazenly displayed 

her wealth and power for all to see. Asserting herself further, she refused to 

disembark from her barge and demanded that Marc Antony pay his respects to her 

there instead of a neutral location within Tarsus itself. 

A love affair of convenience ensued, Antony and Cleopatra each using the 

other for her or his own needs. After a few months, Antony returned to Rome to 

marry Octavian’s sister Octavia, unaware that Cleopatra was pregnant.  Cleopatra 

gave birth to their twins Alexander Helios and Cleopatra Selene mere weeks 

before Octavia gave birth to their daughter Antonia the Elder. 

Staying in Rome for another two years, Antony tried his best at “wedded 

bliss” with the kind and noble Octavia in the settled, peaceful life Octavian Caesar 

offered him. A normal man would have felt grateful and happy, but for Antony, it 



was a cage. He needed the exotic delights of the Eastern Empire, including 

Cleopatra’s bed. Not waiting for the pregnant Octavia to give birth to their second 

daughter, Antony summoned Cleopatra and their twins to Antioch for a grand 

ceremony at which he formally and legally recognized the twins.  Another set of 

twins by Cleopatra soon followed only a few months after Octavia gave birth to 

their second daughter Antonia the Younger.  

For five years Antony held on, legally married to both Octavia in Rome and 

Cleopatra in Egypt before finally divorcing Octavia. When at last the divorce 

finalized, brother Octavian’s response was swift and violent. He sent his fleet to 

Greece to fight and ultimately defeat Marc Antony at the Battle of Actium before 

chasing him back to Egypt. This time Antony won the day at the Battle of 

Alexandria on July 31
st
, 40 BCE. 

It was an empty victory.  Knowing that Octavian still had the upper hand 

and unwilling to be made a toy for Octavian’s benefit before being executed as 

traitors to the Republic, Marc Antony and Cleopatra committed suicide together 

two weeks later in their secret tomb. Octavian seized their financial assets and 

executed both Marc Antony’s first-born son by his wife Fulvia and Cleopatra’s 

son by Gaius Julius Caesar. The children Antony fathered by Cleopatra, however, 

he sent back to Rome where Octavia raised them as her own.  Nothing is known of 

Cleopatra’s two sons by Antony, but the daughter survived and married a north 



African king, perhaps having children whose descendants might yet still survive to 

this day. 

The relationship between Marc Antony and Cleopatra VII was not the love 

match we have all heard about. It was more political alliance and a mutual using of 

the other. Yet still do we remember their names: Julius Caesar, Marc Antony, 

Cleopatra. They have become legends as brilliant as the stars in the heavens, ever 

immortal in our memories for all time. 
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Secret Message: No one will ever find her tomb 
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The Cardinal’s Story 
 

Word Bank 

Note: Some words may be used more than once 

 

Religion  Beaton  Seigneur  monarchist  Rome  healing  health 

Paris  Luçon   Dumas  Richelieu  Scottish  Du Plessis  loyal  Avignon 

Huguenot  Huguenots  Alphonse  Suzanne  Republican  Christianity  livres  lover  

First Minister  catechism   nation  crown  Sorbonne  château golden age  

Trent  First Estate  Poitou  twenty-five  Marie de Medici  Sun King  statesman 

Nullify  Henri  congregation  ordination   authority  religion  chaplain 

Treaty of Angoulême  administration  excommunication  cardinals 

Roman Catholicism  celibacy  convent  The Three Musketeers  symposium 

Red Eminence  de Luynes  coup d’État  dowager   Anne of Austria  Nantes 

France  doctrines  Louis XIII  Woolsey  advisory  salvation  Estate-General   

 



Armand-Jean du Plessis, cardinal and duc de Richelieu is one of the most 

famous and infamous politicians and statesmen of all time. Born on 9
th

 September, 

1585 to ___________ de la Porte and François du Plessis, __________ de 

_____________, he is best known as the villain in “______ ___________ 

________________” series by Alexandre ___________, a fierce 

_______________ and anti-________________.  

Though typically referred to as Cardinal ____________, this use of his 

geographical referent is unusual for a churchman. For example, __________ 

Cardinal David ___________ was from Fife, and English Cardinal Thomas 

__________ was from Ipswich. Therefore, we are in error when we fail to call him 

Cardinal ____ ____________. 

Du Plessis’ story begins at the age of twenty. By 1606, the du Plessis family 

had fallen onto hard times.  Nearing bankrupt supporting the kings of France in the 

Wars of _______________ and with François perishing in battle fighting for King 

____________ IV, the family needed money. Though offered the bishopric of 

_________, none of François’ three sons had been able to claim it and the 15,000 

________ per year income it offered. Henri du Plessis, as heir to the title of 

__________ was obligated to marry and sire children. __________- Louis du 

Plessis refused it. Responsibility for claiming the bishopric therefore fell on 

youngest son Armand-Jean.  



But in 1606, Armand was too young to become a bishop.  By church law, 

the minimum age was _________ _______. For someone younger to become a 

bishop, the pope needed to issue a special waiver which he easily received thanks 

to a letter of recommendation from the king.  

The journey from Paris to _______ and back took several weeks. With his 

ever-fragile health mandating rest, Armand likely took shelter in a ____________ 

near Lyon.  There he met Anne Rochefeuille, a young woman from an 

______________ family who placed her there to learn obedience to 

_____________. Quickly befriending the bright and astute young woman, Armand 

decided to rescue her by using his coming authority as bishop to __________ her 

vows and allow her to leave without risking ______________________. 

Returning to _________, Armand found himself falling in love. Keeping 

Anne with him in his modest lodgings, he finished seminary at the Sorbonne and 

received the sacrament of ______________, including its required vow of 

___________, a vow he broke the same day he made it. For such was the power of 

Anne’s love and his need of her that he could not let her role in his life diminish. 

She was more than simply his __________; she was his best friend and guide, a 

woman gifted in the _________ arts willing and able to help him when his 

________ was most fragile—which was often! 



Taking up residence at the bishop’s mansion, Armand found himself in his 

element as preached and wrote several books designed to help his ____________ 

grow spiritually. He was the first priest in __________ to apply the __________ 

established at the Council of _______ delineating ____________ ____________ as 

a separate form of ______________ from Protestantism. He began his most 

famous ______________, “L'Instruction du Chrétien,” while in Luçon, a guide to 

______________ from the Catholic point of view.  

Armand’s patience and persistence in Luçon paid off. In 1614, the clergy of 

__________ named him their representative to the _________ __________ 

convening in October. Naturally ambitious, Armand and Anne headed for 

________, never to return full-time to Luçon again. 

While serving as the delegate from Poitou, Armand caught the eye of several 

very important people. He was given special responsibilities and made significant 

contributions to the _________ __________ (the clergy)’s portion of the 

______________. This brought him to the attention of _________ _____ 

__________, King Henri IV’s widow and mother to the new king ________ 

______. One year later, Queen Marie assigned Armand _________ to _______ ___ 

_____________, the king’s Spanish Hapsburg bride. Loyal to his patroness, 

Armand quickly found himself assigned more responsibilities and offices which he 

readily accepted, much to the jealousy of the young king seeking to move out of 



his mother’s shadow and assume power in his own right. He exiled his mother and 

those loyal to her to Blois, including Armand-Jean du Plessis. 

For most public servants, this would have been the end of the story. But 

Armand was exceptionally bright and talented at government _______________, 

with a keen eye for diplomacy. He navigated the treacherous waters of Marie’s 

exile skilfully, working behind the scenes to restore the king’s confidence in him 

as a ________ subject.   

It did not work at first. Instead of restoring him to court in Paris, Armand 

found himself removed from Marie’s court and sent to ____________ where he 

was under house arrest with his brother Henri and reunited with his beloved Anne, 

both of them under arrest for their associations with him. There he finished 

“L'Instruction du Chrétien” and continued to write, never ceasing in his petitions to 

be restored to Louis’ service until finally he was given an opportunity to prove his 

loyalty. He was given the unenviable task of reconciling mother and son on terms 

favourable to the king.  Putting his skills to the test, he was instrumental in the 

____________ _____ _____________. Released from his exile, Armand won First 

Minister Charles d’Albert ______ __________ confidence. Now charged with 

spying on the __________ queen, he was instrumental in thwarting her 1620 

attempted ________ ____________ against King Louis.  



But Marie was not done with du Plessis yet.  Hoping to bribe the bishop, she 

influenced the new pope Gregory XV to name him to the college of _________ in 

September 1622 and had him appointed to King Louis’ ___________ council in 

April 1624. She was playing a dangerous game, expecting the bishop of 

_________ to be no different than the other men she bribed and controlled. 

But the new Cardinal du Plessis was no ordinary man. Seeing through 

Marie’s traps he skilfully showed himself the most competent of King Louis’ 

ministers.  When on the 13
th
 of August 1644 the king’s interim ________ 

__________ was arrested on charges of corruption, du Plessis made sure he was in 

the right place at the right time to be named de la Vieuville’s successor. 

It worked.  From the 14
th
 of August 1624 until his death on the 4

th
 

December, 1644, Cardinal du Plessis served King Louis XIII as first minister of 

France. 

Across his long career he transformed France from a corrupt medieval 

backwater to the first truly modern ________ state. He secularized the government, 

enforced the Edict of ________ which granted religious freedom to 

______________ demonstrating loyalty to the __________, and helped co-create 

France’s first newspaper.  His patronage of architect Jacques Lemercier 

transformed Paris, especially his beloved _____________, and rebuilt both Du 



Plessis Manor into a glorious _________ and his home village into ____________ 

City. His patronage of both visual and performing arts sowed the seeds for the 

glorious _________ ________ under King Louis’ son and successor Louis XIV, 

the “_______ __________.” 

Alexandre Dumas made Cardinal du Plessis, duc de Richelieu into a 

scheming villain. But in truth, the real man was kind, compassionate, and loyal to 

his king and country.  He was the first great _____________, putting country 

above all, even if it meant being misunderstood and hated accordingly.  Today his 

vision for the world remains nearly four hundred years after his death, a beacon of 

light for all who discover the real man nicknamed “_______ _____________.” 
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Answer Key 
 

The Cardinal’s Story 

Armand-Jean du Plessis, cardinal and duc de Richelieu is one of the most 

famous and infamous politicians and statesmen of all time. Born on 9
th

 September, 

1585 to Suzanne de la Porte and François du Plessis, seigneur de Richelieu, he is 

best known as the villain in “The Three Musketeers” series by Alexandre 

Dumas, a fierce Republican and anti-monarchist.  

Though typically referred to as Cardinal Richelieu. this use of his 

geographical referent is unusual for a churchman. For example, Scottish Cardinal 

David Beaton was from Fife, and English Cardinal Thomas Woolsey was from 

Ipswich. Therefore, we are in error when we fail to call him Cardinal du Plessis. 

Du Plessis’ story begins at the age of twenty. By 1606, the du Plessis family 

had fallen onto hard times.  Nearing bankrupt supporting the kings of France in the 

Wars of Religion and with François perishing in battle fighting for King Henri IV, 

the family needed money. Though offered the bishopric of Luçon, none of 

François’ three sons had been able to claim it and the 15,000 livres per year 

income it offered. Henri du Plessis, as heir to the title of seigneur was obligated to 

marry and sire children. Alphonse - Louis du Plessis refused it. Responsibility for 

claiming the bishopric therefore fell on youngest son Armand-Jean.  

But in 1606, Armand was too young to become a bishop.  By church law, 

the minimum age was twenty-five. For someone younger to become a bishop, the 

pope needed to issue a special waiver which he easily received thanks to a letter of 

recommendation from the king.  

The journey from Paris to Rome and back took several weeks. With his 

ever-fragile health mandating rest, Armand likely took shelter in a convent near 

Lyon.  There he met Anne Rochefeuille, a young woman from an Huguenot 

family who placed her there to learn obedience to authority. Quickly befriending 

the bright and astute young woman, Armand decided to rescue her by using his 

coming authority as bishop to nullify her vows and allow her to leave without 

risking excommunication. 

Returning to Paris, Armand found himself falling in love. Keeping Anne 

with him in his modest lodgings, he finished seminary at the Sorbonne and 



received the sacrament of ordination, including its required vow of celibacy, a 

vow he broke the same day he made it. For such was the power of Anne’s love and 

his need of her that he could not let her role in his life diminish. She was more than 

simply his lover; she was his best friend and guide, a woman gifted in the healing 

arts willing and able to help him when his health was most fragile—which was 

often! 

Taking up residence at the bishop’s mansion, Armand found himself in his 

element as preached and wrote several books designed to help his congregation 

grow spiritually. He was the first priest in France to apply the doctrines 

established at the Council of Trent delineating Roman Catholicism as a separate 

form of Christianity from Protestantism. He began his most famous catechism, 

“L'Instruction du Chrétien,” while in Luçon, a guide to salvation from the Catholic 

point of view.  

Armand’s patience and persistence in Luçon paid off. In 1614, the clergy of 

Poitou named him their representative to the Estate General convening in 

October. Naturally ambitious, Armand and Anne headed for Paris, never to return 

full-time to Luçon again. 

While serving as the delegate from Poitou, Armand caught the eye of several 

very important people. He was given special responsibilities and made significant 

contributions to the First Estate (the clergy)’s portion of the symposium. This 

brought him to the attention of Marie de Medici, King Henri IV’s widow and 

mother to the new king Louis XIII. One year later, Queen Marie assigned Armand 

chaplain to Anne of Austria, the king’s Spanish Hapsburg bride. Loyal to his 

patroness, Armand quickly found himself assigned more responsibilities and 

offices which he readily accepted, much to the jealousy of the young king seeking 

to move out of his mother’s shadow and assume power in his own right. He exiled 

his mother and those loyal to her to Blois, including Armand-Jean du Plessis. 

For most public servants, this would have been the end of the story. But 

Armand was exceptionally bright and talented at government administration, with 

a keen eye for diplomacy. He navigated the treacherous waters of Marie’s exile 

skilfully, working behind the scenes to restore the king’s confidence in him as a 

loyal subject.   

It did not work at first. Instead of restoring him to court in Paris, Armand 

found himself removed from Marie’s court and sent to Avignon where he was 

under house arrest with his brother Henri and reunited with his beloved Anne, both 



of them under arrest for their associations with him. There he finished 

“L'Instruction du Chrétien” and continued to write, never ceasing in his petitions to 

be restored to Louis’ service until finally he was given an opportunity to prove his 

loyalty. He was given the unenviable task of reconciling mother and son on terms 

favourable to the king.  Putting his skills to the test, he was instrumental in the 

Treaty of Angoulême. Released from his exile, Armand won First Minister 

Charles d’Albert de Luynes confidence. Now charged with spying on the dowager 

queen, he was instrumental in thwarting her 1620 attempted coup d’État against 

King Louis.  

But Marie was not done with du Plessis yet.  Hoping to bribe the bishop, she 

influenced the new pope Gregory XV to name him to the college of cardinals in 

September 1622 and had him appointed to King Louis’ advisory council in April 

1624. She was playing a dangerous game, expecting the bishop of Luçon to be no 

different than the other men she bribed and controlled. 

But the new Cardinal du Plessis was no ordinary man. Seeing through 

Marie’s traps he skilfully showed himself the most competent of King Louis’ 

ministers.  When on the 13
th
 of August 1644 the king’s interim first minister was 

arrested on charges of corruption, du Plessis made sure he was in the right place at 

the right time to be named de la Vieuville’s successor. 

It worked.  From the 14
th
 of August 1624 until his death on the 4

th
 

December, 1644, Cardinal du Plessis served King Louis XIII as first minister of 

France. 

Across his long career he transformed France from a corrupt medieval 

backwater to the first truly modern nation state. He secularized the government, 

enforced the Edict of Nantes which granted religious freedom to Huguenots 

demonstrating loyalty to the crown, and helped co-create France’s first newspaper.  

His patronage of architect Jacques Lemercier transformed Paris, especially his 

beloved Sorbonne, and rebuilt both Du Plessis Manor into a glorious château and 

his home village into Richelieu City. His patronage of both visual and performing 

arts sowed the seeds for the glorious golden age under King Louis’ son and 

successor Louis XIV, the “sun king.” 

Alexandre Dumas made Cardinal du Plessis, duc de Richelieu into a 

scheming villain. But in truth, the real man was kind, compassionate, and loyal to 

his king and country.  He was the first great statesman, putting country above all, 

even if it meant being misunderstood and hated accordingly.  Today his vision for 



the world remains nearly four hundred years after his death, a beacon of light for 

all who discover the real man nicknamed “Red Eminence.” 
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François du Plessis 
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Secret Message: In secret he married his beloved Anne 
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About The Legendary Women of World History Series 

 

The Legendary Women of World History Series was first created in March 2014 in response to 

poor performance to a simple survey question asking people to name five women from across 

history whose lives still touch ours today.  When less than 10% of the 50-100 people surveyed 

could name just five and less than 5% could name ten, author and historian Laurel A. Rockefeller 

decided to take action. The result was this author’s best-selling narrative biography, “Boudicca, 

Britain’s Queen of the Iceni” which came to audiences in audio edition in September of the same 

year. 

 

In May 2015 work began on adapting the Legendary Women of World History Series into a 

stage drama series.  The goal of the Legendary Women of World History Drama Series is both 

educational and entertainment, bringing the compelling stories of inspiring women to audiences 

while simultaneously offering commanding lead roles to actresses and offering educational 

settings enhanced opportunities working with the challenges of period dramas. 

 

Today you can find the Legendary Women of World History Series and Legendary Women of 

World History Drama Series in English, French, Spanish, Chinese, Italian, Portuguese, German, 

and Welsh with more languages being offered as series popularity grows.  It is the goal of this 

series to improve global history literacy while inspiring women and men with a more accurate 

understanding of history.  It is the hope of this author and historian that the stage dramas will 

also help address inequities in the entertainment industry which so far have offered limited 

opportunities for women, people of colour, and religious minorities. 

 

Thank you for reading this narrative biography. It is my fondest wish you will explore more of 

the Legendary Women of World History and be inspired! 

 

------ 

Share the love of this book and the Legendary Women of World History Series by kindly 

reviewing this book on your blog, website, and on major retailer websites.  Your review not only 

offers this author your feedback for improvement of this book series, but helps other people find 

this book so they can enjoy it as well.  Only a few sentences and a few minutes of your time is all 

it takes to share the love with those who want to enjoy it too. 

 

 



 

 

 


